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The damaged vehicle that drove over a land mine while transporting 


members of the OSCE, killing one and injuring two. 


U.S. ‘shocked’ 
by OSCE 
member’s death 


(RFE/RL)—The U.S. State De- 
partment has said it was “shocked” 
over the death of a U.S. citizen 
serving as an international monitor 
in the conflict zone in Ukraine and 
called on Russia to use its influence 
to allow a full investigation. 

The comments came on April 23 
after the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
said a member of its monitoring staff 
was killed and two more were in- 
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jured after their vehicle hit a mine in 
eastern Ukraine in an area controlled 
by Russia-backed separatists. 

A Ukrainian Foreign Ministry of- 
ficial confirmed the fatality to RFE/ 
RL and said the person killed in the 
blast was an American paramedic. 

In its statement released late on 
April 23, the State Department said 
it was “shocked and deeply sad- 
dened” by the death of the Amer- 
ican citizen “when his vehicle 
struck an explosive in separatist- 
controlled territory.” 

“This death underscores the in- 
creasingly dangerous conditions 
under which these courageous mon- 
itors work, including access restric- 
tions, threats, and harassment,” the 
statement said. “The United States 
urges Russia to use its influence with 
the separatists to allow the OSCE to 
conduct a full, transparent, and time- 
ly investigation.” 

An OSCE statement on April 24 
identified the U.S. citizen as Joseph 
Stone. 

The statement said two other 
OSCE monitors injured by the blast 
—a German woman and a man from 
the Czech Republic — were released 
from a Luhansk hospital on April 24 
and transferred to Kyiv. 

It said the two were listed in 
stable condition. 

Meanwhile, the armored Toyota 
Вб Land Cruiser that struck the 
land mine has been transported to 
Kramatorsk — the Ukrainian gov- 
ermment’s provisional administra- 
tive centre in the Donetsk region 
— for what the OSCE described as 
an “ongoing assessment.” 

Ukraine’s government in Kyiv 
and Russia-backed separatists in 
eastern Ukraine have blamed each 
other for the land mine explosion. 

Self-proclaimed separatist lead- 
ers in the breakaway Luhansk re- 
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Left to Right: MLA Maria Fitzpatrick, Lethbridge-East; MLA Rod Loyola, Edmonton-Ellerslie; MLA Nicole 
Goehring, Edmonton-Castle Downs; MLA Jessica Littlewood, Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville; Former Speaker 
of the Legislature Gene Zwozdesky; Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz, President of Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
— Alberta Provincial Council; Deputy Premier of Alberta Sarah Hoffman; MLA Lorne Dach, Edmonton- 
McClung and Minister of Energy Marg McCuaig-Boyd in front of the Holodomor Mobile Classroom. 


Holodomor Mobile 


classroom visits Edmonton 


Wins prestigious 
education design award 


(UkrNews)—The | Ноіодотог 
National Awareness Tour (НМАТ) 
visited Edmonton for several days 
in April before heading back to 
Saskatchewan, then on to Mani- 
toba. 

It features the award-winning 
Holodomor Mobile Classroom, a 
40-foot Fleetwood RV especially 
retrofitted into a state-of-the-art 
learning space featuring twelve 
55 inch UDD LCD Samsung and 
theatre-style seating. 

This classroom was recently 
granted the Golden A’ Design 
Award in Education and Training 
Content Design Category by the 
International Design Academy, the 
grand jury panel of the A’ Design 
Award & Competition which con- 
sists of influential press members, 
established designers, leading aca- 
demics and prominent entrepre- 
neurs worldwide. 

“The A’ Design Award is not 
just an award, it is the indicator of 
quality and perfection in design, 
the award is recognized worldwide 
and takes the attention of design 
oriented companies, professionals 
and interest groups. Winning the A’ 
Award is a certificate of excellence 
for designers, a proof of quality for 
companies. Having the A’ Award 
attracts the eyes of design oriented 
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Хімічні могильники на окупованій 
частині Донбасу: що з ними відбувається? 


(Радіо Свобода) -Покинуті шахти, зупинені за- 
води 1 навіть могильник ядерних відходів. Донбас 
і до війни був екологічно небезпечним регіоном. 
Тепер багато процесів вийшли з-під контролю. 
Західні моніторингові компанії вже попереджали 
про загрозу техногенної катастрофи. Але бойовики 
не пускають українських фахівців для дослідження 
ситуації. Проект Радіо Свобода «Донбас.Реалії» 
спробували з'ясувати: скільки 0 небезпечних 
об'єктів лишилося на непідконтрольній території 
i яку загрозу вони становлять. 

Туди вже третій рік немає доступу ні українським 
екологам, ні міжнародним експертам. Окупаційній 
«владі» за три роки війни відійшло безліч об'єктів, 
контроль за яким має здійснювати держава, а не 
незаконні збройні формування. Що сьогодні 
відбувається з найнебезпечнішими виробництвами 
на непідконтрольній території? 

Руїни  Горлівського  хімзаводу. Колишнього 
секретного підприємства радянської оборонки. 
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На ньому випускали тротил 1 ракетне паливо. 
A ще побутову хімію: «Білизну», «Конвалію» і 
автомобільний «Тосол». 

Тут зберігалася велика кількість смертельно 
небезпечної речовини - мононітрохлорбензолу, 
залишеної в бочках просто неба. Бочки іржавіли, 
речовина витікала. Вона була в трубах, грунті і 
навіть в стінах будівель. 

«Територія залишилася без охорони, там 
цілковитий дерибан», зауважує горлівський 
еколог Володимир Ющенко. 

Основну Macy речовини Україна встигла 
вивезти якраз напередодні війни - це була ціла 
спецоперація ізраїльських хіміків, а гроші за неї 
заплатили з бюджету України. 

Ізраїльські хіміки вивозять небезпечні речовини з 
Горлівського хімзаводу 

Але на території заводу залишився ще один 
могильник із сумішшю небезпечних хімікатів: там 
їх поховали після трагедії 1989-го. Тоді хімікати 
Горлівського заводу вилилися у виробку шахти 
«Олександр-Захід», тоді загинули троє гірників і 
250 осіб отруїлися. 


«Тому зібрали всі ці відходи, вирили три 


котловани, накрили і сказали, що через десять 
років це все ми повинні будемо утилізувати. Але 
нічого не утилізовано, ця плівка пропала 1 всі ці 
відходи - мононітрохлорбензолу, бензолу та Інших 
- протікають вниз 1 потрапляють у води і пливуть 
далі, аж до Азовського моря. Коли робили заміри, 
бурили свердловини, то мононітрохлорбензолу 
і інших речовин в п'ятнадцять тисяч разів були 
перевищення, і що там зараз робиться, ми не 
знаємо», - каже Володимир Ющенко. 

Спроба розібратися з хімічним могильником 
під час окупації все ж була. Угруповання «ДНР», 
яке в Україні визнане терористичним, намагалося 
домовитися про очищення території з тією ж 
ізраїльською компанією, яка вивозила отруту в 
2013-му. Однак отримали відмову: ніхто не захотів 
мати справу з незаконним збройним формуванням. 

«Під час обстрілів у 2014-2015 роках була 
пошкоджена частина 0 укриття 1 відбулась 
розгерметизація частини цього могильника. Уже 
під час військових дій представники служби 
надзвичайних ситуацій лагодили цю пробоїну, i 
ситуація залишається критичною: немає витікання 
отруйних речовин, але поряд протікає Сіверський 
Донець, i найменша аварія може спричинити 
отруєння цієї великої річки», - Каже голова 
Всеукраїнської екологічної ліги Тетяна Тимочко. 

Сховище радіоактивних відходів - на території 
Донецького заводу хімвиробів. Це невеликий за 
побутовими мірками саркофаг: 20 на 10 на 3 метри. 
Могильник спорудили 56 років тому, відтоді звозили 
туди радіоактивні відходи з науково-дослідних 
інститутів 1 медустанов. Саме сховище розташоване 
західніше від заводу, майже на лінії фронту. 

Через бойові дії на Донецькому заводі хімвиробів 
сталися щонайменше чотири вибухи - їх завжди 
добре чути на все місто. Це спостерігали кілька 
разів з різних точок Донецька за час війни. 

«Зараженого повітря немає - перевірили на 
іприт, на фосген, дифостен, і зараз перевіримо на 
радіацію», - повідомили в угрупованні. 

Бойовики запевняють: могильник цілий. Вони 
навіть показують, як міряють викиди. Водночас 
самі ж підіймають серед людей паніку довкола 
цього об'єкта - мовляв, «Київ вирішив убити 
місцевих жителів ядерними відходами». 

«Там не було прямих попадань, але була по- 
шкоджена частина цього укриття, але не було 
розгерметизації. Це була би серйозна проблема — 
я навіть не можу порівняти її з чимось подібним, 
бо можливостей для локалізації такої аварії просто 
немає не тільки на непідконтрольній території, 


а навіть і на нашій території», - вважає Тетяна 
Тимочко. 

Намісці колись великого Микитівського ртутного 
комбінату в Горлівці - з кар'єрами, шахтою, 
збагачувальною фабрикою і  металургійним 
цехом - до початку конфлікту залишилося тільки 
невелике підприємство  «Микитртуть». Зараз 
воно перереєстроване на підконтрольній Україні 
території, але виробнича база залишилася на 
непідконтрольній. За словами місцевих жителів, 
на колишній «Микитртуті» тепер розмістилися 
бойовики. 

У 2012-му вибухотехніки | розправили- 
ся з будівлею старого металургійного цеху 
Микитівського ртутного комбінату. Щоб розламати 
вибухостійке спорудження, їм знадобилося 90 
кілограмів амоніту. 

Ртуть залишилася здебільшого саме на руїнах 

метцеху, стверджує Володимир Ющенко, Фільтри 
під час виробництва вловлювали не весь метал - 
багато пішло в землю. 
«Там залишилася маса ртуті. Копнеш десь на 
двадцять сантиметрів - 1 там металева ртуть. Ртуть 
може випаровуватися, і коли вона випаровується, 
вона виділяє токсичні пари», - каже він. 

Ніяких робіт з розлитою ртуттю бойовики зараз 
не проводять. 

Шахта «Юнком» - ще один особливий об'єкт 
Донбасу. Тут в 1979-му провели підземний ядерний 
вибух. Тобто нині під землею - своєрідний ядерний 
могильник. На поверхню бруд не потрапляє, але 
шахту не можна затоплювати, адже з водою в річки 
i Азовське море потраплять i радіоактивні відходи. 

Чи відкачують сьогодні воду з шахти «Юнком», 
невідомо. Втім, як і з інших шахт, на яких хоч і 
немає радіоактивної загрози, але шахтні води 
також отруйні. 

Це здалеку вони виглядають живописними 
озерами. А зблизька - резервуари з отруйними 
розчинами. Їх ще називають хвостосховищами. У 
кожномузтаких -посотнітисяч, aTO 1 мільйонитонн 
відходів збагачення руд і хімічної промисловості. 
Там вони - в стані пульпи. Небезпека полягає в 
тому, що дамби може прорвати. 

«Ось зверніть увагу на стан дамб деяких хво- 

стосховищ - видно, як вміст просочується через 
дамбу», - коментує директор Центру екоаудиту і 
чистих технологій Григорій Шматков. 
Григорій Шматков займається екологічним аудитом 
цих об'єктів. 20-30% хвостосховищ України 
розташовані якраз на окупованій території, каже 
вчений. Донецьк, Макіївка, Горлівка, Красний Луч, 
Торез - центри, де таких відстійників найбільше. 

«Я боюся, що коли українська армія почне 
наступати і займе території зараз тимчасово 
окуповані, то це може привести до того, що на 
хвостосховищах будуть здійснені терористичні 
акти, свідомий підрив, щоб завдати шкоди країні», 
- зауважує Шматков. 

ПодібнесталосяуРосії:у2009роців Магаданській 
області прорвало дамбу гірничозбагачувального 
комбінату - пульпа хлинула прямо в місцеву річку. 

Це найбільші аварії Ha  хвостосховищах 
останнього десятиліття. Щоб запобігти подібному, 
треба оцінити стан решти резервуарів. 

Українські вчені пропонують прорахувати не- 
безпеку і розробити заходи щодо зменшення 
ризику, але для цього потрібно потрапити на 
непідконтрольну територію. Інша справа - як 
будуть виконуватися рекомендації окупаційною 
владою. 

В угрупованні «ДНР» є «управління екології 
та природних ресурсів». Ось тільки його сайт 
зареєстрований на домені «ру», на який йде лінк, 
пропонує замість охорони природи - засоби для 
схуднення. 
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Bezan tables 


Magnitsky 
House 


bill in 

(UkrNews)}—On April 
13, James Bezan, Member 
of Parliament for Selkirk- 
Interlake-Eastman tabled 
in the House of Commons, 
Bill S-226, “Justice for Міс- 
tims of Corrupt Foreign Of- 
ficials Act (Sergei Magnitsky 
Law).” Bill S-226, was intro- 
duced to the Senate of Can- 
ada by Senator Ваупеї! And- 
reychuk and was adopted by 
the Senate on April 11. 

“TJ am proud to table my 
colleague, Senator Raynell 
Andreychuk’s Bill 5-226, 
Justice for Victims of Cor- 
rupt Foreign Officials Act 
(Sergei Magnitsky Law) in 
the House of Commons. In 
May 2016, I tabled similar 
Magnitsky-style legislation 
Bill C-267,” said MP Bezan. 

Bill S-226 will make 
amendments to the Special 
Economic Measures Act and 
the Immigration and Refu- 
gee Protection Act, imposing 
stricter sanctions on foreign 
kleptocrats and _ violators 
of human rights. “I believe 
Canada must do more when 
it comes to human rights, 
concrete action must be 
taken. Corrupt officials who 
continually abuse human 
rights and disregard inter- 
national law have been using 
Canada as a safe haven. This 
must stop,” said MP Bezan. 


James Bezan 


The United States, Es- 
tonia,. and the European 
Parliament have adopted 
Magnitsky-style legislation 
and it was unanimously sup- 
ported by the United King- 
dom House of Commons. 
Implementing Magnitsky- 
style sanctions was a part of 
all three major political par- 
ties’ platforms in the 2015 
federal election. “We must 
work in concert with our al- 
lies to ensure that there are 
mechanisms in place in to 
sanction individuals who are 
responsible for, or complicit 
in, gross violations of inter- 
nationally recognized human 
rights and are abusing their 
positions of authority,” con- 
cluded MP Bezan. 


Senator Andreychuk 
marks Chornobyl 
anniversary 


(UkrNews)—On April 26 
Senator Raynell Andreychuk 
marked the 31st anniversary 
of the Chornobyl nuclear 
disaster. 

“Today, I call on all Can- 
adians to join me in paus- 
ing to remember the victims 
of Chornobyl — one of the 
largest nuclear power plant 
disasters in history,” said 
Senator Andreychuk. “Let us 
remember the men, women 
and children, who lost their 
lives as a result of this tra- 
gedy. Our thoughts are with 
the children who have been 
orphaned, and with all those 
who continue to suffer the 
devastating effects of nuclear 
radiation exposure.” 

On April 26, 1986, one 
of four nuclear reactors at 
the Chornobyl power plant 
located near the town of 
Pripyat, Ukraine, exploded 
during a routine safety test. 
As a fire erupted, radioactive 
particles were released into 
the atmosphere extending 
across Ukraine, Belarus and 
neighboring areas of Europe. 

“As a result of direct ex- 
posure to radiation, thirty- 
one ill-equipped emergency 
responders and power plant 
workers were the first victims 
of the disaster. Among those 


Senator Raynell Andreychuk 


who survived, serious health 
complications persist”, said 
Senator Andreychuk, citing 
estimates of over 7,000 cases 
of thyroid cancer related to 
the incident. 

Noting the United Nations 
General Assembly decision 
to designate April 26 as Inter- 
national Chornobyl Disaster 
Remembrance Day, Senator 
Andreychuk stated, “Inter- 
national Chornobyl Disaster 
Remembrance Day marks an 
opportunity to raise aware- 
ness and reaffirm our com- 
mitment to improving nuclear 
safety and security so that we 
may prevent future disasters 
from occurring.” 
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Canada intercepts Russian bombers off coast 


Canadian fighter jets have intercepted Russian bombers 
off Canada’s northern coast for the first time in more than 
two years, as relations between Moscow and the West con- 
tinue to worsen, reports The Canadian Press. 

Two CF-18s were scrambled on April 20 after North 


American early-warning air defences spotted two TU-95 | 


Bear bombers approaching Alaskan and Canadian airspace 
from the west around 7 p.m. 

The long-range bombers, which can carry nuclear 
weapons, were also tracked by U.S. F-22 jets based out of 
Alaska, said North American Aerospace Defence Command 
spokeswoman Maj. Jennifer Stadnyk. 

Stadnyk said the Russians never entered Canadian or 
American airspace, and acted “professionally and safely” 
before returning to their home base. 

The incident marked the first time since December 2014 
that Canadian fighter jets have been scrambled to intercept 
Russian military aircraft flying in the Far North. 

It was also the fourth time in as many days that Russian 
aircraft have been spotted approaching North American air- 


| space. Norad also dispatched F-22s on Monday to track Bear 


bombers that were flying near Alaska. 

Two TU-95s were also spotted near Alaskan airspace 
on Tuesday while two IL-38 maritime patrol aircraft were 
tracked on April 19, though Norad opted not to scramble 
fighters in either case. 

“We haven’t seen this level of activity since July 2015,” 
Stadnyk said, though she added: “It’s not unprecedented. 
What they’re doing this week is very similar to what they 
used to do.” 

Such Russian bomber flights over the Far North were a 
regular occurrence between 2012-14, Stadnyk said, before 
the TU-95s were grounded over safety concerns. 

One of the bombers skidded off a runway on June 8, 2015, 
and caught fire, killing a crew member and injuring several 
more. 

The resumption of Russian flights over the Arctic comes 
at a key moment for Russia and the West, whose relation- 
ship has reached what U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 


Ukrainian 
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Society 
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TU-95 bomber 


recently called “a low point.” 

Ties between Moscow and Washington have been particu- 
larly strained ever since the U.S. launched a cruise-missile 
strike against Syria, which it blamed for a chemical attack 
that killed more than 80 people earlier this month. 

Relations between Ottawa and Moscow have not been 
spared, despite the Liberal government's initial plan to re- 
engage Russia. 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau called out the Kremlin 
earlier this month for supporting the Syrian government of 
president Bashar Assad, who is widely seen by the West as 
being responsible for the attack. 

More than 450 Canadian troops are also preparing to 
head to Latvia in the next few weeks, where they will lead a 
NATO force intended to check Russian aggression in eastern 
Europe. 

And Foreign Affairs Minister Chrystia Freeland remains 
on a list of individuals banned from visiting Russia, after 
Canada slapped the country with sanctions for annexing Cri- 
mea in 2014. 

Steve Saideman, a political science professor at Carleton 
University’s Norman Paterson School of International Af- 
fairs, said the Russians could be trying to send a signal to the 
Trump administration. 

But he noted the Russians have been conducting such mil- 
itary flights throughout Europe and Asia for years, “so if it’s 
a message to Trump, what’s the message?” 


Українське 
Музичне 
Товариство 
Альберти 


СЕМІНАР УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ХОРОВИХ ДИРИГЕНТІВ 
UKRAINIAN CHORAL CONDUCTORS’ SEMINAR 


_ July 14 - 23, 2017 at St. John’s Institute in Edmonton, Alberta 


Наша мета: Дати заавансованим і новим диригентам свіжий огляд 
скарбів великої української хорової спадщини. 


Our Goal: To give established and aspiring conductors a fresh exposure to 
the treasure of the great Ukrainian choral heritage. 


Instructors: 


Maestro Laurence Ewashko, Ottawa 


Rev. Dr. Taras Koberynko, Ukraine 
Trena Szmihelsky, Edmonton 
Irena Tarnawsky, Edmonton 


Seminar Lectures to include the following topics: 
* Individual/Private Conducting Lessons 
* Practical work with the Seminar Choir/Rehearsal Techniques 
* Score Analysis 
* Choral Musicianship 
* Vocal Technique 
* Liturgical Music 


Репертуар включатиме слідуючі жанри: 
Духовні, народні, сучасні й оригінальні/авторські твори. 


Repertoire will include the following genres: 
Sacred works, folk arrangements, contemporary and original compositions 


Seminar Fees: 


Deadline: 


$375 Early Bird by May 31, 2017 
$450 after May 31, 2017 
June 15, 2017 


On-site accommodations available at St. John’s Institute www.stjohnsinstitute.com. 


Please contact the Institute directly. 


Contact Luba Boyko-Bell at info@umsacanada.com or 780.469.4890 
www.umsacanada.com 
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Новий указ Трампа може 


вплинути на український IT 
сектор та металургію 


(Голос Америки) -Президент США Дональд Трамп підписав 
указ «Купуй американське, наймай на роботу американців». 
Документ посилює захист певних вироблених у США товарів 
та закликає до перегляду програми віз Н-1В, яка сприяє роботі 
у США висококваліфікованих іноземних спеціалістів, з метою 
реформування цієї програми. 

Підписання указу відбулось до розгляду Конгресом відповідного 
законопроекту про реформування системи робочих віз для 
висококваліфікованих працівників H-1B. 

Програма робочих віз для висококваліфікованих працівників Н-1В 
є популярною серед високотехнологічних компаній США. 85 000 віз 
щорічно надається в рамках цієї програми, що дозволяє компаніям 
залучати працівників технічних спеціальностей з усього світу і, не в 
останню чергу - програмістів з України. 

Президентський указ надсилає чіткий сигнал виконавчій владі 
США про початок перегляду системи залучення іноземних 
працівників, а також посилення захисту американських виробників 
в системі державних закупівель США. 

«Тільки найбільш кваліфіковані та високооплачувані працівники 
повинні мати доступ до цієї програми.., адже зараз великим 
компаніям часто вигідно звільнити працівників і наймати спеціалістів 
за кордоном. Наразі 80% працівників за візами Н-1В отримують 
зарплати нижче за середні по галузі», - зазначив високопосадовець 
США під час брифінгу в Білому домі, присвяченому новому указу 
Трампа. 

Посадовець Білого дому привернув увагу до діяльності таких 
багатонаціональних американських компаній як Tata, Infosys та 
Cognizant. 

Висока кваліфікація та гарна репутація українських програмістів 
забезпечила стійкий попит на послуги українських технологічних 
компаній і стрімкий розвиток аутсорсингу. Посилення візових 
вимог може негативно позначитись на розвитку цього сектору. 

Інша частина указу - «купуй американське», стосується 
посилення нагляду за виконанням вже існуючих положень стосовно 
використання товарів американського виробництва для таких 
проектів як, наприклад, американська залізниця Атігак. Протягом 
брифінгу високопосадовці Білого дому окремо говорили про 
необхідність захистити інтереси виробників сталевих слябів через 
дотримання відповідних стандартів. 

«Якщо використовується нижчий стандарт... сляби імпортуються 
з таких країн, як Росія чи Китай, 1 тільки 10 відсотків виробництва 
сталі відбувається в Сполучених Штатах, що має негативний вплив 
на робочі місця». 

Хоча поставки української сталі до США наразі є незначними, 
більш жорсткі умови поставок для американських закупівель 
можуть мати вплив на загальну ситуацію на світових ринках. 
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Кількість виборців проросійських 
партій зменшується 


Ольга Комарова, Радіо Свобода 

92% громадян України з вважають себе 
етнічними українцями, йдеться в дослідженні 
Центру Разумкова. До етнічних росіян себе 
віднесли 6% опитаних, 1,590 - інші етноси. З часу 
здобуття незалежності Україною - це найвищий 
зафіксований показник щодо самовизначення 
українців. Прискорили процес самоідентифікації 
анексія Криму та російська агресія на Донбасі, 
зазначають соціологи. Дані дослідження вплинуть 
і на політичну риторику партій, переконують 
політологи. Відтак чого чекати від політичних 
сил, традиційно орієнтованих на проросійський 
електорат та як самовизначення українців може 
вплинути на окуповані території? 

За даними перепису населення у 2001 році 
українцями себе називали 78,8% громадян, у 2015 
році (за даними Центру Разумкова) - 86%, а на 
сьогодні - 92%. Згідно з дослідженням, частка 
тих, хто вважає себе українцем, є вищою серед 
наймолодшої аудиторії - від 18 до 22 років (96,2%). 

Заступник генерального директора Центру 
Разумкова Юрій Якименко каже, що причини 
такого стрибка такі: зменшилась кількість етнічних 
росіян через анексію Криму і окупацію Донбасу, а 
крім того російська агресія вплинула на людей, які 
відносили себе до двох національностей, і вони 
визначалися в бік української. 

Фактор української національності пов'язаний 
13 фактором більш частого вживання української 
мови, зазначає Юрій Якименко. Серед етнічних 
українців українську мову вважають рідною 73%, 
а 18% вважають рідною і українську, і російську 
рівною мірою. 

В цілому по Україні ситуація така: 68% вважають 
українську мову рідною, обидві мови (українську 
та російську) - 17%, лише російську - 14%. 

«Частка тих, хто вживає українську мову 
постійно, менша за частку тих, хто вважає себе 
українцем за національністю. Є певна асиметрія в 
мовному питанні, коли визнають себе українцями 
за національністю більше людей, ніж вважають 
українську змову рідною. Українську 4 мову 
вважають рідною більше людей, ніж розмовляють 
нею вдома, i, відповідно, ця частка громадян 
більша, ніж та, яка розмовляє нею в побуті і на 
роботі», - зауважує Юрій Якименко. 

Політичні партії, які 0 орієнтуються. на 
проросійській електорат в Україні, не можуть не 
зважати на подібні зміни в країні і зараз вимушені 
маскувати свою риторику. Такі сили намагаються 
перейти в популістську риторику і апелювати до 
соціально вразливих груп населення, пояснює 
політолог та історик Олександр Палій. 

У політичній, так і в бізнес еліті залишаються 
багато людей, які є агентами впливу Кремля, 
але вони не можуть відкрито висловлювати свої 
позиції, зокрема, й через те, що кількість їхніх 
виборців стрімко зменшується, зазначає експерт. 

Проросійські політичні сили не зникнуть, а будуть 
оминати проукраїнську риторику в своїх виступах, 
як і чітку позицію щодо російської агресії в Україні, 
пріоритетами будуть підкуп виборців, риторика 
«господарників» та популізм, зазначає Палій. 

«Колишніх виборців Януковича в країні ледве 
вистачає Ha одну-дві проросійських партії, 
які при тому намагаються не афішувати свою 
«проросійськість» в силу того, що такі дії дуже 


непопулярні», - пояснює політолог. 

Якщо протягом 20 років незалежності України 
поділ на українців i росіян, на захід і схід був 
доречний в політичному середовищі, то зараз 
він став дуже умовним, вважає політтехнолог, 
заступник директора Агентства моделювання 
ситуацій Олексій Голобуцький. 

На його думку, на перший план серед усіх тем 
для розколу суспільства для використання в 
політичних цілях вийде тема церкви, а не мови. 

«В нас такий маятник постійно відбувався: 
типу Ющенко-Янукович. Схід перемагає, тоді в 
нас українська мова, дружба, чи проукраїнські 
- навпаки. На даний момент це неможливо з 
електоральної точки зору - проукраїнська частина 
має чисельну перевагу», - зазначає політтехнолог. 

Визначитися i3 національністю суспільство 
підштовхнули саме анексія Криму та вторгнення на 
Донбас. Більшість зайняла проукраїнську позицію. 
Утім, на сьогодні близько 15% громадян. України 
мають проросійські погляди, каже завідувач 
лабораторії Інституту соціальної та політичної 
психології Національної академії педагогічних 
наук України Вадим Васютинський. 

Досліджень Ha окупованих територіях He 
проводили, але за непрямими даними можна зробити 
висновки, що там переважна більшість людей 
зайняли антиукраїнські позиції, додає науковець. 

«Люди, яких там меншість і які мають, навпаки, 
проукраїнські позиції, не можуть себе там відверто 
показувати. У всякому разі, коли ми звільнимо і 
Донбас, i Крим, ми здивуємося, як багато людей 
там чекали на Україну. Це одна з тих причин, 
чому не можна відмовлятись ні від Донбасу, ні від 
Криму», - наголошує соціопсихолог. 

Хоча людям властиво приєднуватись до 
більшості, вона ніколи не стає стовідсотковою. 
Меншість існує завжди, при цьому більшість буде 
намагатися її витіснити, зазначає соціопсихолог 
Вадим Васютинський. 

«Якщо брати співвідношення «проукраїнська 
більшість і проросійська меншість», то очевидно, 
що проукраїнська | більшість | поводиться 
категоричніше: типу ви агенти, не маєте права, хто 
проти України - позбавити громадянства, вислати, 
посадити. Це нормальна колективна реакція, не 
дивна. Ці справи має регулювати закон і держава 
має стояти на захисті навіть такої меншості. Не 
тоді, коли меншість порушує закони, беручи зброю 
до рук, а тоді, коли вона обережно висловлює свою 
думку», - зазначає професор Васютинський. 

Проросійська з меншість | в Україні 3apa3 
використовує дві тактики: захищається і намагається 
зберегти свої позиції та маскується і приховується. 
Її не можна назвати переляканою, адже є підтримка 
від низки медіа із антиукраїнською риторикою. 
Маскування ж пов'язано, зокрема, і з тим, що вже 
немодно, особливо серед молоді, не бути патріотом. 

Цікавим фактом дослідження Центру Разумкова 
є те, що етнічні росіяни в Україні частіше себе 
вважають громадянами неіснуючого СРСР (38%), 
ніж етнічні українці (26%). 

Дослідження проведене соціологічною службою 
Центру Разумкова 3-9 березня 2017 року в усіх 
регіонах України, за винятком Криму і окупованих 
територій Донецької та Луганської областей. 
Опитано 2016 респондентів віком від 18 років. 
Теоретична похибка вибірки не перевищує 2,390. 


У Держдумі Росії назвали Радіо Свобода, 1 
«Голос Америки» «провідниками тиску США» 


(Радіо Свобода) -У Державній думі Росії 
вважають Радіо Свобода i «Голос Америки», а 
також телекомпанію CNN «провідниками тиску 
США на ситуацію у Росії». 

Голова комітету | російської Держдуми 3 
інформаційної політики, інформаційних 
технологій і зв'язку Лєонід Лєвін заявив 18 квітня, 
що американські медіа є частиною «масштабної 
системи тиску Вашингтона», яка нібито включає 
у себе «різні фонди, неурядові організації, гранти i 
багато іншого». 

Ця заява Лєвіна пролунала 18 квітня під час 
слухань у цьому комітеті. 

Але, як повідомляє «Йнтерфакс», під час 
слухань вирішили обмежитися обговоренням 
зазначеної проблеми на засіданні комітету за 
участю експертів, i не роблено ніяких запитів про 
дотримання російського законодавства. 

17 березня Держдума Росії доручила комітету 
з інформаційної політики організувати перевірку 
діяльності російських служб Радіо Свобода, 


«Голосу Америки», а також CNN на відповідність 
російському законодавству. Автор цієї ініціативи, 
депутат від партії «Єдина Росія» Константін 
Затулін, назвав це відповіддю на внесений 
до Конгресу США законопроект, що надає 
Міністерству юстиції додаткові повноваження 
для перевірки російського телеканалу ВТ на 
відповідність американським законам. 

Як зазначила сенатор від Демократичної партії 
Джин Шахін, яка запропонувала законопроект, RT 
координує свою діяльність з російським урядом 
для поширення неправдивої інформації. Раніше 
цей телеканал звинуватили у причетності до 
втручання у вибори президента США. 

Медіакорпорація Радіо Вільна Європа / Свобода 
ставить своїм завданням поширення цінностей 
демократії i | громадянського | суспільства, 
звертаючись до аудиторії тих країн, в яких свобода 
преси заборонена чи обмежена владою, або поки 
не стала нормою життя суспільства. Московське 
бюро Радіо Свобода працює з 1991 року. 


Ukrainian Мему/5/Українські вісті, April 27 - May 10, 27 квітня- 10 травня, 2017 


U.S. ‘shocked’ by OSCE 
member’s death 


Cont. from P. 1 


> 


gion on April 24 claimed that Ukrainian “saboteurs’ 
infiltrated territory under separatist control and plant- 
ed the land mine in order to “discredit” the Russia- 
backed militants. 

But Ukraine’s Defense Ministry rejected that claim, 
noting that the site of the land mine has been under 
separatist control since the summer of 2014. 

“There can be no Ukrainian sabotage groups, and 
are none” in this area, Ukraine’s Defense Ministry 
spokesman Oleksandr Motuzyanyk said. 

Stone’s death was the first among OSCE monitors, 
who were initially deployed to the region in 2014 to 
monitor cease-fires in a conflict that has killed at least 
9,940 people. 

EU foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini said 
the incident was a “reminder of the urgent need for 
progress on a peaceful resolution of the conflict.” 

Austrian Foreign Minister Sebastian Kurz, who holds 
the rotating chairmanship of the OSCE in Europe, said 
there was a need for a “thorough investigation’ and that 
“those responsible will be held accountable.” German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel made a similar call. 

“The federal government expects that the parties 
to the conflict immediately do everything possible to 
ascertain how we reached this tragic point and who 
holds responsibility for it,” she said. 

Merkel also said it was time for all sides to start 
honoring a long-promised cease-fire, adding that the 
Russian-backed separatists bear the greater respon- 
sibility to make sure that happens. 

German Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel lamented 


that “someone who just wanted to help create peace 
and put an end to the fighting has lost his life.” 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko instructed 
Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin to keep the OSCE in- 
formed of Kyiv’s investigation into the blast. 

“This crime must be investigated and those respon- 
sible must be punished,” Poroshenko wrote on Face- 
book. 

“Ukraine condemns all forms of constant resistance 
by the rebels to the OSCE SMM’s work,” he added, 
using an acronym for the OSCE’s special monitoring 
mission in eastern Ukraine. 

A statement issued by the Russia-backed separatists 
in Luhansk on their website claimed that the OSCE 
team had veered off the main road and was traveling 
along an unsafe route. 

“We know that this patrol team deviated from the 
main route and was moving along secondary roads, 
which is prohibited by the OSCE Special Monitoring 
Mission mandate,” the separatist statement said. 

The unarmed, civilian OSCE mission, with more 
than 700 international observers, seeks to reduce 
tensions and report on the situation on the ground in 
Ukraine. 

In March, the 57 member states of the OSCE, which 
include Ukraine, Russia, and the United States, decid- 
ed by consensus to extend the mandate of the mission 
for another year, its third extension since it was first 
deployed in Ukraine in 2014. 

Western nations have imposed sanctions on Mos- 
cow for its illegal annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea 
Peninsula and its support for the separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. 


OSCE starts probe into explosion 


(RFE/RL) —The Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) has launched an in- 
ternal investigation into a car explosion that killed 
an OSCE observer in separatist-controlled eastern 
Ukraine. 

The OSCE Secretary-General Lamberto Zannier 
said on April 25 after talks with Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov that other investigations will 
also be launched to find out who is responsible for the 
April 23 explosion. 

American paramedic Joseph Stone was killed and 
two other OSCE monitors — a German woman and a 


Czech man — were wounded when the car they were 
traveling in drove over a landmine on April 23. 

"Ра now setting an internal investigation. There 
will be also a criminal investigation to understand who 
is responsible for this outcome,” Zannier told repor- 
ters. 

“A mine was left on a road which is also used by 
civilians, and there could have been other victims as 
well.” 

Lavrov said Moscow favors tightening the security 
measures for the OSCE’s Special Monitoring Mission 
in eastern Ukraine. 


ICJ rejects Kyiv’s call to halt 


Russian support for separatists _ 


(RFE/RL)—The International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
at The Hague has refused Ukraine’s request to impose 
provisional measures against Russia to block what 
Kyiv says is Russia’s monetary and military support 
for separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

But the court on April 19 did issue a provision- 
al ruling calling for a halt to what it says is “racial 
discrimination” against Crimean Tatars and ethnic 
Ukrainians in Russia-occupied Crimea. 

“The conditions required for the indication of pro- 
visional measures,” as requested by Ukraine in order 
to block Russian support for separatists in eastern 
Ukraine, “are not met,” the United Nation’s high- 
est court said in its April 19 ruling, read out by ICJ 
President Ronny Abraham. 

Moscow seized control of Ukraine’s Crimean Pen- 
insula in March 2014 and has supported the separatists 
in a war that has killed more than 9,900 people in east- 
ern Ukraine since April of that year. 

When it lodged its case in January, Kyiv said that 
Russia has stepped up its interference in Ukraine’s af- 
fairs since 2014, “intervening militarily. ..financing 
acts of terrorism and violating the human rights of 
millions of Ukraine’s citizens, including, for all too 
many, their right to life.” 

It said Ukraine was seeking “full reparations for...acts 
of terrorism the Russian Federation has caused, facili- 
tated or supported,” citing bombardments of residential 
areas and the July 2014 downing of Malaysia Airlines 
flight MH17, which killed all 298 passengers and crew. 

While Ukraine was unsuccessful in its attempt to have 
Russian funding of the separatists temporarily halted, 
the ICJ did rule in its favor on part of the case involving 
an international treaty against racial discrimination. 


The court granted a provisional ruling for Russia to 
stop what the court described as “racial discrimina- 
tion” against Crimean Tatars and ethnic Ukrainians 
in Crimea since Russia’s takeover of the peninsula, 
which followed the deployment of troops and a refer- 
endum denounced as illegitimate by Kyiv, the United 
states, and a total of 100 UN member countries. 

“The Court finds that Russia must refrain from im- 
posing limitations on the ability of the Crimean Tatar 
community to conserve its representative institutions, 
including the Mejlis, and ensure the availability of 
education in the Ukrainian language,” an ICJ state- 
ment issued after the ruling said. 

Ukraine has asked the court’s 15 judges to rule that 
“the Russian Federation bears international respon- 
sibility” for “acts of terrorism committed by its prox- 
ies in Ukraine.” 

Moscow rejects the allegations. It has said the terror- 
ism claims are “neither factual nor legal” and argued 
that the ICJ does not have jurisdiction over the case. 


Russia has denied sending troops or military equip- | 


ment to eastern Ukraine, despite what Kyiv and West- 
ern countries say is incontrovertible evidence. 

Ukraine lodged the request for provisional protec- 
tion measures because it can take months for the ICJ 
to even decide whether it will hear a case. 

In that interim application, Ukraine had asked for 
an urgent court order demanding Russia refrain from 
“any action which might aggravate or extend the dis- 
pute” or make it more difficult to resolve, including a 
halt to the alleged pumping of money, weapons, equip- 
ment and personnel into the east. 

Although the ICJ’s rulings are final and binding, it 
has no means of enforcement. 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 
has moved! 


After 28 years at our former location at 97 Street 
and 110 Ave., we have moved to a brand new loca- 
tion at 13623 — 149 Street to serve you better. 


Open Mon to Friday 8:00 till 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 till 4:00 
Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


Tours to Ukraine 


Family run since 2001 
2017 ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small group tour guided 
in English and include: airfaire, quality hotels, all meals, 
admission to all events and chartered air-conditioned bus 


We are pleased to offer 
two more tours for 2017: 


Tour 1: July 9 - July 24 

Tour 2: August 27 - September 11 
Victoria/Vancouver $5,625.00 
Edmonton/Calgary $5,525.00 
Regina/Saskatoon $5,425.00 
Winnipeg/Halifax $5,325.00 
Toronto $5,225.00 


ALL TAXES & SURCHARGES ARE INCLUDED 


All prices are per person (double occupancy). Single occupancy: add $400.00 
Travel Medical and Trip Cancellation Insurances are NOT INCLUDED. 
Groups of 5 or more people: each person receives a $100.00 discount. 


Contact: Sandra: 1-204-256-5996 
or Toll free 1-888-269-3013 
Email: Tours ToUkraine@mymts.net 
Visit: www. Tours ToUkraine.ca 
For full information with photos 


Peter’s Legacy Lives On! 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 


Would-you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 
When the time comes _to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal 
and respectful way, please call us. 
» Wide range of burial & cremation | 
services & products 
» Prearranged funeral plans to a 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


\ 


| 24 hours: 780-426-0050 
Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 


www.parkmemorial.com 
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Electoral disaster 
averted in France 


Ukrainians can breathe a lot easier following the victory of centrist 
Emmanuel Macron in the first round of the French presidential election 
on April 23. Second-round polls put Macron ahead of far-right candidate 
(and one of Vladimir Putin’s “purchased assets) Marine Le Pen, by more 
than a 2-1 margin, but we still must express some caution due to the fact 
that anything can happen in politics. | 

The real significance of Macron’s victory is that, in what was a very 
tight race among the four major candidates, any other potential runoff for 
the second round would have constituted a major victory for Putin and a 
disaster for the world, as it would have meant the end of any coordinated 
European response to Moscow’s aggression. 

Here are how the final results came in for the four major candidates 
(out of a field of 11): Emmanuel Macron, En Marche, 24.01%; Marine Le 
Pen, Front National, 21.30%; Frangois Fillon, Les Républicains, 20.01%; 
Jean-Luc Mélenchon, La France Insoumise, 19.58%. 

Of all four, Macron is the only one who is pro-Europe, pro-NATO and 
pro-Ukraine, and he won despite being the target of Moscow’s attempts 
to swing the election against him. 

The alternative runoff that had the most potential for disaster would 
have been between far-right Le Pen and far-left Mélenchon, who was 
supported by the Communist Party. Le Pen is the recipient of 9 million 
euros of financing from Putin, while Mélenchon, like most far-left pol- 
iticians, favours closer ties with Russia and blames the current conflict 
in Ukraine on the West. This would have basically amounted to a choice 
between a fascist and a communist, and one can only wonder about an 
electorate that is willing to give 40% of its votes to extremists on both 
sides of the political spectrum. 

But the real threat to Ukraine and world stability came from the candi- 
date of France’s mainstream conservatives — Francois Fillon. And Fillon 
was widely expected to come out as the winner until a series of scandals 
regarding his use of public funds to finance non-existent jobs for his wife 
and children derailed his campaign. 

Unlike conservatives in other Western democracies, the French ones 
have always had a soft spot for Moscow, a tradition which dates back to the 
founder of both the Fifth Republic and the original political predecessor of 
the current centre-right incarnation — Charles de Gaulle. » 

During his campaign, Fillon, а former French prime minister, invoked 
the spirit of de Gaulle as one who had close relations with Moscow, 
claimed that the West was largely to blame for inflaming tensions with 
Russia, called for closer cooperation with Putin on security, and stated 
that European Union sanctions against Moscow are totally ineffective, 
creating a “cold war” climate that needs to be reversed. Fillon was also 
the beneficiary of Russian “fake news” interference in the election, aimed 
at disrupting the campaign of Macron. 

Macron himself is a newcomer to the political field, never having 
run for public office before. A former investment banker, who served 
as economic minister under a Socialist administration, where he pushed 
through business-friendly reforms, Macron quit that party to form his 
own En Marche! Movement on April 6, 2016. 

He still needs to win the second round, and be able to get a working 
majority in the French parliament, which holds his own elections in June. 
His own party has no seats in the current parliament and its slate consists 
of many political neophytes like himself, so he may have to rely on other 
political forces for support. The Russian propaganda vehicle Sputnik has 
already reported that supporters of Fillon will try to “balance” Macron’s 
policies towards Russia in the parliament. 

So, much remains to be done, but for now, at least, a potential electoral 
disaster has been averted in France. 


Canad 
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A Japanese business delegation explores an Antonov An-225 Mriya, the largest cargo aircraft in the world, in 
Kyiv, Ukraine, on March 15. Led by the Japan External Trade Organization, the delegation met with Minister 
of Economic Development and Trade Stepan Kubiv and representatives from the Ministries of Agrarian Policy 
and Food, Energy and Coal Industry, and Infrastructure, among others. Credit: UkraineInvest 


Why investors are giving 
Ukraine a second chance 


By Daniel Bilak, Atlantic Council 

Ukraine today is open and transparent, but foreign 
investors are often taken aback by its challenges. 
While corruption and property rights are issues, any 
objective assessment must recognize the monumental 
strides the country has taken on these issues. 

After three years of reforms, society is fatigued, and 
the mood is pessimistic. The current media narrative 


— that whileisome changes have taken place, reforms - 


in the country have stalled — disregards the scale of’ 
achievements since 2014. Ukraine began building a 
truly democratic state only three years ago, after 23 
years of failed kleptocratic leadership by its Soviet- 
era elites. The regime of former President Viktor 
Yanukovych’s industrial-scale plunder of the state 
treasury put Ukraine’s very survival in question 
after the Revolution of Dignity. Ukraine lost almost 
30 percent of its GDP, 60 percent of the value of its 
currency, and 7 percent of its territory to an invading 
ageressor, with the treasury holding less than $15,000 
in the country’s current account and barely enough 
gold reserves to cover one month’s worth of imports. 

But Ukraine turned things around. Within two 
years. the country had achieved macroeconomic, 
currency, and public debt stability; signed a free trade 
and Association Agreement with the European Union; 
decentralized power and funding to local governments; 
reformed its notoriously corrupt police force, public 
procurement system, and gas sector; and embarked 
on an overhaul of the financial and tax systems. And 
it continues to improve the business environment by 
scrapping outdated and job-killing regulations. 

More has been done to reform the country in the 
past three years than in the previous 23, resulting in 
4.7 percent year-over-year economic growth in the 
fourth quarter of 2016. The International Monetary 
Fund recognized these achievements and signaled its 
confidence in the government’s course by releasing on 
April 3 the fourth installment of $1 billion under its 
four-year, $17.5 billion lending program. 

Also on April 3, Prime Minister- Volodymyr 
Hroysman announced the next wave of far-reaching 
structural Social and economic changes that will 
finally be felt by ordinary Ukrainians. They include the 
reform of the pension, health, and education systems, 
the creation of a market for agricultural land, and a 
new approach to privatizing state-owned enterprises. 

Unfortunately, most Ukrainians have not yet felt 
the results of the initial changes, but investors have 
taken note. Ukraine’s western and central regions are 
now integrated into the European automobile supply 
chain through a large cluster of major international 
manufacturers profitably exporting auto parts to the 
EU, creating tens of thousands of jobs and investing 


hundreds of millions of euros into Ukraine’s economy. 
The country’s largest investor, ArcelorMittal, has 
announced a $400 million modernization of its steel 
works in eastern Ukraine this year, creating about 
25,000 new jobs. UkraineInvest is currently supporting 
a number of global players in the agribusiness, 
infrastructure, innovation technology, energy, and 
energy efficiency sectors with planned investments 
this year. 

While investors recognize the opportunities, they 
are also aware of the risks. The unprecedented social 
and economic transformation underway in Ukraine 
inevitably involves significant transaction costs. 
Although the EU’s Association Agreement assessment 
mission recently gave the government high marks for 
addressing the challenges of corruption, the country’s 
greatest challenge remains to strengthen the rule of 
law and transform the relics of the Soviet system that 
hinder business: the courts, the prokuratura, various 
security and law enforcement agencies, and numerous 
administrative bodies. While much remains to be 
done, a recent high-profile arrest shows that Ukraine’s 
new Western-backed anti-corruption institutions are 
beginning to succeed, and the current reform of the 
Supreme Court, involving civil society oversight, 
may facilitate the reform of the country’s judiciary as 
a whole. 

The Hroysman government understands that 
making transparency a permanent part of public 
administration is the key to eventually defeating 
corruption. The government’s earlier success with 
ProZorro, Ukraine’s internationally-acclaimed 
public procurement process, has been followed by 
the establishment of an online registration system 
for businesses and property, an e-declaration system 
outlining the assets of all public officials, and an 
automatic online VAT-refund registry. 

Ukraine has a remarkable story to tell, but it needs 
more investment now. Experts have urged Ukraine’s 
international partners — the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, the World Bank 
group, OPIC, and the European Investment Bank — 
to pledge $25 billion for a five-year infrastructure fund 
to spur investment in the public and private sectors. If 
these were buttressed by export credits from bilateral 
export credit and insurance agencies, such as the US 
Export-Import Bank and Hermes from Germany, 
the Ukrainian government could offer its citizens a 
brighter future faster. The Ukrainian people deserve 
nothing less. 


Daniel Bilak is director of UkraineInvest and serves 
as the chief investment adviser to the Prime Minister 
of Ukraine. 
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Senate Trump-Russia probe has 


Yes, Mr. Tillerson, 


U.S. taxpayers should| no full-time staff 


9 


care about Ukraine 


By Anne Applebaum, Washington Post 

“Why should U.S. taxpayers be interested in Ukraine?” 
That was the question that Rex Tillerson, the U.S. secretary 
of state, was heard to ask at a meeting of the Group of Seven 
foreign ministers, America’s closest allies, a day before his 
visit to Moscow earlier this month. We don’t know what 
he meant by that question, or in what context it was asked. 
When queried, the State Department replied that it was a 
“thetorical device,” seeking neither to defend nor retract it. 

If Tillerson were a different person and this were a 
different historical moment, we could forget about this 
odd dropped comment and move on. But Tillerson has an 
unusual background for a secretary of state. Unlike everyone 
who has held the job for at least the past century, he has 
no experience in diplomacy, politics or the military; instead 
he has spent his life extracting oil and selling it for profit. 
At that he was successful. But no one knows whether he 
can change his value system to focus instead on the very 
different task of selling something intangible — American 
values — to maximize something even more intangible: 
American influence. 

The switch is harder than it seems: Values and influence 
cannot be measured like money. They cannot be achieved 
through cost-cutting or efficiency; they cannot be promoted 
using the tactics of corporate PR. On his first trip to Asia, 
for example, Tillerson refused to take the usual contingent 
of journalists (who have always paid their own way) on the 
grounds that if he took fewer people he could use a smaller 
plane and return faster. If he were still a chief executive, that 
might have been a great decision. For the secretary of state, 
it was an embarrassing mistake. Authoritarians around the 
world saw further evidence that the Trump administration 
intends to undermine journalism; Americans learned less 
than they should have about a visit that was covered mainly 
by foreigners. 

Tillerson’s question, rhetorical or otherwise, therefore 
deserves a response. For the answer is yes: U.S. taxpayers 
should be interested in Ukraine. But not necessarily for 
reasons that would make sense to an oil company’s CEO. 

Why? It’s an explanation that cannot be boiled down to 
bullet points or a chart, or even reflected in numbers at all. 
I’m not even sure it can be done in a few paragraphs, but here 
goes. The Russian invasion of Ukraine and the annexation 
of Crimea in 2014 were an open attack on the principle of 
border security in Europe. The principle of border security, 
in turn, is what turned Europe, once a continent wracked by 
bloody conflicts, into a safe and peaceful trading alliance 
in the second half of the 20th century. Europe’s collective 
decision to abandon aggressive nationalism, open its internal 
borders and drop its territorial ambitions made Europe rich, 
as well as peaceful. 

It also made the United States rich, as well as powerful. 
U.S. companies do billions of dollars of business in Europe; 
U.S. leaders have long been able to count on European 
support all over the world, in matters economic, political, 
scientific and more. It’s not a perfect alliance but it is an 
unusual alliance, one that is held together by shared values 
as well as common interests. If Ukraine, a country of about 
43 million people, were permanently affiliated with Europe, 
it too might become part of this zone of peace, trade and 
commerce. 

Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine, an aggressive, 
emboldened Russia increasingly threatens European 
security and prosperity, as well as Europe’s alliance with the 
United States. Russia supports anti-American, anti-NATO 
and indeed anti-democratic political candidates all across 
the continent; Russia seeks business and political allies who 
will help promote its companies and turn a blind eye to its 
corrupt practices. Over the long term, these policies threaten 
U.S. business interests and U.S. political interests all across 
the continent and around the world. 

But I must concede: There is no calculation, no balance 
sheet that can prove any of this. There is nothing that 
would appeal to a CEO or his shareholders. Whatever we 
have “invested” in Ukraine — loans, via the International 
Monetary Fund, or aid — will not show an immediate profit. 
To see the value of a secure, pro-Western Ukraine, you have 
to see the value of an alliance going back 70 years. And to 
preserve this alliance, you have to advocate it, work on it, 
invest time and maybe even money in it, too. 

Tillerson’s boss isn’t going to be an advocate for 
America’s alliances. Will he? It would help if he could 
start by understanding that their stability, not their value for 
money, are the most important measure of success in his job. 


By Tim Mak, The Daily Beast 

The U.S. Senate Intelligence Committee’s probe into Rus- 
sia’s election interference is supposedly the best hope for 
getting the public credible answers about whether there was 
any coordination between the Kremlin and Trump Tower. 

But there are serious reasons to doubt that it can accom- 
plish this task, as currently configured. 

More than three months after the committee announced 
that it had agreed on the scope of the investigation, the panel 
has not begun substantially investigating possible ties be- 
tween the Trump campaign and Russia, three individuals 
with ties to the committee told The Daily Beast. 

The investigation does not have a single staffer dedicated 
to it full-time, and those staff members working on it part- 
time do not have significant investigative experience. The 
probe currently appears to be moving at a pace slower than 
prior Senate Intelligence Committee investigations, such as 
the CIA torture inquiry, which took years to accomplish. 

No interviews have been conducted with key individuals 
suspected of being in the Trump-Russia orbit: not Michael 
Flynn, not Roger Stone, not Carter Page, not Paul Manafort, 
and not Jared Kushner, according to two sources familiar 
with the committee’s procedures. 

“Tt’s either a real investigation or not,” said one individ- 
ual with knowledge of the committee’s activities. “You have 
to have an approved investigative guide. You have to make 
it formal. Can you have a credible investigation with only 
seven part-time staffers, doing everything in secret?” 

This is despite the committee’s leadership giving off a bi- 
partisan, cooperative impression to the public. 

Thus far the Senate Intelligence Committee has been fo- 
cused only on reviewing the Intelligence Community As- 
sessment, “Russian Activities and Intentions in Recent U.S. 
Elections,” a declassified version of which was publicly 
released in January. The public assessment concluded that 
Russia had actively sought to interfere in the presidential 
race, and had a preference for Donald Trump, and does not 
draw conclusions about any possible Russia ties to Team 
Trump. 

Committee Chairman Sen. Richard Burr told the public 
in an update of the committee’s work on March 29 that this 
topic was a core mission of the investigation: “to look at any 
campaign contacts from either [campaign] with the Russian 
government or Russian government officials that might have 
influenced, in any way, shape, or form, the election process,” 
he said. 

The committee has sent letters to various individuals and 
entities to ask them to preserve documents relevant to the in- 
vestigation. Carter Page, Roger Stone, and federal agencies 
have reportedly been among the subjects of these requests. 
But there is no timeline on when the committee will request 
the documents they’ve asked subjects to preserve. 

In one hint about the inadequacies of the investigation, 
Senate Intelligence Committee member Sen. Ron Wyden 
last month sent a letter to the Republican and Democrat 
heads of the panel, imploring them to look into financial re- 
lationships between Russia, President Trump, and his asso- 
ciates. The implication behind the letter? That the committee 
wasn’t already looking into it. 

And there appears to be a casual informality about the way 
the committee 15 conducting itself. For example, when the 
committee privately decided upon the scope of their investi- 
gation, it held no formal vote, according to a source familiar 
with the committee’s procedures. While there is a transcript 
of their decision, there was no roll call vote that can be used 
to hold individual senators accountable for the decision to 
move forward. 

Meanwhile, the committee has done two major things to 
date. They have secured access agreements with the intel- 
ligence community to review documents, a process which 
took two months; and they have completed an initial round 
of interviews with intelligence analysts behind the Intelli- 
gence Community Assessment. 

Part of the reason why the committee has not acted more 
swiftly is because of its current structure. The Senate Intel- 
ligence Committee is typically an oversight panel, not an in- 
vestigative one. It is set up more to review than to actively 
probe. 

“The biggest obstacle now for a serious investigation into 
Trump-Russia ties is dedicated resources for staffing,” said 
a source with ties to the committee. “Serious consideration 
is being given to getting outside resources, as is custom- 
ary in many large Capitol Hill investigations. Serious work 
requires serious investigative skills and resources, which 
wouldn’t naturally be resident in a committee like Senate 
Intel.” 

The committee previously announced that seven staffers 
had been assigned to review classified documents related to 
the Russia investigation. These are the majority and minor- 
ity staff directors, joined by three Republican aides and two 
Democratic aides. 

“We have devoted seven professional staff positions to 
this investigation. These are staffers who already had the 
clearance,” Burr said on March 29. 
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no Key witnesses 


Of the seven staffers so far assigned to review classified 
documents related to the Russia investigation, none of them 
has prosecutorial or investigative experience, according to 
three sources with ties to the committee. 

Most of them lack a background in Russia expertise. Not 
one of the seven is a lawyer. 

“I don’t see how you can do this without trained investiga- 
tors and prosecutors. І think you need to have expertise on 
the intel side and on the prosecution side. You would ideally 
need someone who knows how to do a counterintelligence 
operation,” said Scott Horton, an attorney who has focused 
on anti-corruption investigations, with a specialization in the 
Soviet Union and post-Soviet states. 

The investigation already faces a series of obstacles that 
have heavy requirements on time: the classification of docu- 
ments, the location of documents at various agencies, and an 
incredible volume of material. 

But of the seven staffers, none has been assigned full-time 
to the work of the Russia probe, according to four sources 
with ties to the committee. Every one of the seven staffers 
has other oversight responsibilities, and thus a dual-hatted 
role that prevents them from focusing singularly on the in- 
vestigation. 

Of the seven, two are the staff directors of the commit- 
tee.— an enormously demanding job even in the calmest of 
circumstances, which limits their involvement. One of the 
seven even attends law school part-time. 

“To do a serious investigation would require not less than 
a dozen full-time staffers... [with] counterintelligence, pros- 
ecutorial skills to do it, and people who have a very good 
sense of the forensic accounting world of Russia and Eur- 
ope. Without that sort of expertise, you’re not going to get 
anywhere,” Horton said. “I don’t think they’re deploying the 
resources that are necessary to do a real investigation.” 

The committee’s announcement that seven staffers were 
dedicated to this project was meant to instill faith in the in- 
quiry. But left unsaid was that the list of seven staffers is also 
exclusionary: No one outside the list would have access to 
all the materials in the investigation. This is opposed to what 
occurred in the later stages of the CIA torture investigation, 
when all Senate Intelligence Committee staff with proper 
clearance had access to the materials. 

In coming weeks, the committee will add two new staff- 
ers, one with decades of experience as a lawyer and exper- 
tise in intelligence law. But these two staffers will also have 
a dual-hatted role, and other responsibilities on the commit- 
tee. 

A spokesperson for the chairman of the Senate Intelli- 
gence Committee declined to comment. 

The committee has been given the green light for $1.2 mil- 
lion in additional funding over two years for the purposes of 
the investigation. While the Senate Intelligence Committee 
had considered hiring dedicated investigators to focus on the 
Russia investigation, this idea has stalled. 

The tragic irony may be that for all of the House Intelli- 
gence Committee’s public dysfunction, it has actually yield- 
ed more results in the public interest and is actually making 
more progress. 

After all, the House Intelligence Committee was where 
FBI Director James Comey dropped the bombshell that the 
Bureau was undertaking an ongoing investigation into ties 
between the Trump campaign and Russia. 

The committee appears to be expanding its investiga- 
tion—Rep. Mike Quigley, a Democratic member of the 
committee, told The Daily Beast that he traveled to Cyprus 
to investigate Russian money laundering there as part of the 
panel’s Russia investigation. 

“We believe that we’re going to move forward in a posi- 
tive way,” Quigley said. “The feeling among Democrats is 
cautiously optimistic. Reset, reboot, move forward.” 

The House Intelligence Committee’s investigation took a 
wrong turn when Chairman Devin Nunes engaged in an em- 
barrassing weeks-long debacle: receiving secret documents 
from the White House in private, then publicly returning to 
the White House to brief the president on them in an elabor- 
ate ruse. 

In the process, Nunes triggered a House ethics investiga- 
tion into the possibility that he may have spilled classified 
information, and was forced to recuse himself from the Rus- 
sia investigation. 

The process now seems to be getting back on track. It has 
now begun scheduling open and closed hearings again. 

“We tentatively have scheduled the [FBI Director] Comey 
and [NSA Director] Rogers closed hearing for May 2nd, 
we are working to schedule the open hearing with [former 
CIA Director] Brennan, [former Director of National Intelli- 
gence] Clapper and [former acting Attorney General] Yates, 
and we are working to schedule interviews and get docu- 
ments,” said a House Intelligence Committee aide. 

Ultimately, the House and Senate investigations into Rus- 
sia and possible Trump ties have both shown reasons to 
doubt their credibility. 

But with the House, it’s been a public fiasco. With the Sen- 


ate, it’s been a private tragedy. 
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Students of the Ukrainian Bilingual Program at Austin O’Brien School in Edmonton, with teacher Daria Porochiwnyk, pose for a group picture in front of the Holodomor Mobile 
classroom, stationed in the parking lot of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church. 


HolodomorMobileclassroomvisits Edmonton 


Cont. from P. 1 


audiences worldwide, winners will 
be able to find better and higher 
profile jobs and sales leads,” said 
Valentyna Kuryliw, Director of Edu- 
cation for the Holodomor Research 
and Education Consortium (HREC), 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies, University of Alberta, that 
was established through a gift of The 
Temerty Family Foundation, and is 
one of the partners in developing the 
HNAT. 

“This award is based on the inter- 
active lesson I created and worked 
with Forge on the Holodomor Mo- 
bile Classroom educational com- 
ponent. The interactive methodol- 
ogy I used to have students analyze 
a variety of resources on the apps, 
gave them the opportunity to im- 
merse themselves in the learning. 
I suggested some of the items І 
wanted on the app for the lesson 
that even Apple was not sure could 
be done. It is a win, win situation 
as Forge was a fabulous group to 
work with,” she added. 

During its stay in Edmonton 
from April 17 to 21 the mobile 
classroom was on display at Ed- 
monton City Hall — Churchill 
Square, the Ukrainian Youth Unity 
Complex, the Alberta Legislative 
Grounds West Side, St. Basil’s 
Cultural Centre, St. Brendan and 
Austin O’Brien Schools. 

Representatives of all five parties 
paid tribute to the project during 
the official launch ceremony at the 
Legislature, April 19. 

Deputy Premier Sarah Hoffman 
(NDP) said the Holodomor Na- 
tional Awareness Tour will further 
spread awareness of the tragedy of 
Holodomor. 

“It was the Soviet Union’s in- 
tentional policy to create famine 
to weaken the people of Ukraine in 
the early 1930’s. 

“This inhumane decision killed 
more than four million people... 
around the same number of people 
who currently call Alberta home. 

“This mobile classroom, which 
is travelling across the country, 


will help make sure we never for- 
get these atrocities,” she said. 

Official Opposition Leader 
Brian Jean (Wildrose) said the 
Holodomor “marks one of the 
most hideous and dark moments of 
the 20" century, where the Soviet 
Union under Joseph Stalin, inten- 
tionally murdered through starva- 
tion millions of Ukrainians.” 

“As I look at the Holodomor 
Mobile Classroom, it is haunting 
to see the photo of a starving child 
and think about the evil that caused 
the death of such innocent life. 

“We all have families and com- 
munities, and it is difficult to con- 
template the horror and the pain 
families have carried with them 
from this time in history. 

“Tt’s been 83 years since the 
Holodomor. It’s important to re- 
member that this senseless geno- 
cide had been denied for genera- 
tions within the Soviet Union. We 
must always raise awareness so we 
can prevent any future atrocities 
from happening again,” he added. 

Progressive Conservative Op- 
position Leader Jason Kenney 
noted that the Holodomor was 
clearly and undeniably of a geno- 
cidal nature. 

“Notwithstanding what forces 
in Moscow and elsewhere would 
have us believe, there can be no 
doubt that the Holodomor-Famine 
of 1932-1933 “ applies to the def- 
inition of genocide as developed 
by Polish-Jewish lawyer Raphael 
Lemkin and adopted by the Con- 
vention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Geno- 
cide, passed by the United Nations 
General Assembly on December 9, 
1948 

Interim Alberta Liberal Oppos- 
ition Leader Dr. David Swann said 
“initiatives such as this are vital in 
ensuring that the memory of the 
atrocities of the man-made famine 
of 1932-33 do not fade from mem- 
ory.” 

“Through the cruel actions of 
the Soviet government, millions of 
Ukrainians were starved to death 
in the worst way imaginable, with 


millions more suffering through the 
most horrible conditions humanity 
has had to endure 

“For many members of our vi- 
brant Ukrainian community here in 
Alberta, the millions of deaths are 
more than just a statistic. They. are 
the deaths of friends, family mem- 
bers, and many others who died in 
unimaginable suffering,” he added. 

Alberta Party Opposition Leader 
Greg Clark said: “This is a story 
not well-known, and it has only 
recently been recognized as the 
genocide it was. Projects like this 
help ensure such tragedies never 
happen again. 

“For those of us who proudly 
share Ukrainian heritage it is our 
obligation to share this history with 
the world and to condemn hatred, 
racism, violence and oppression in 
all its forms,” he added. 

“Not only does the bus make 
for a striking sight as it rolls down 
the highway and pulls up at high 
schools and public venues, the 
mobile classroom will increase the 
awareness about the man-made 
Famine of 1932-33 in which mil- 


lions of Ukrainians were starved 
to death but it will also will build 
students’ critical thinking skills and 
encourage social responsibility,” 
said Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz, 
President of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian=Gongress=—Alberta Provin- 
cial Council. 

“This mobile classroom will 
educate and engage students and 
the public about the Holodomor. In 
this state-of-the-art learning space, 
in which visitors will: 

“e Learn about the Holodomor 
through digital media; 

““e Appreciate how history shapes 
our world today; 

“e Become inspired by personal 
stories of Holodomor survivors; 

“e Leave empowered to protect 
Canadian values of freedom and 
democracy. 

“Students in Grade 11 will par- 
ticipate in a 60-minute, facilitator- 
led educational experience. The 
HMC experience underscores the 
consequences of hate, oppression 
and discrimination and the import- 
ance of tolerance, human rights and 
the rule of law,” she added. 


Bohdan Onyschuk, Past 
President of the Canada-Ukraine 
Foundation (CUF), another partner 
in the project, said “the Holodomor 
has great relevance for the world 
today because we see man’s in- 
humanity to-mansrearing-its-ugly 
head again in Syria m Ukraine and 
elsewhere.” 

“What we seek to do with this 
project is to use the lens of the 
Holodomor, to reinforce the import- 
ance of the Canadian values of sta- 
bility, tolerance, human rights, rule 
of law, social justice and human 
dignity — all of those values that on 
Monday we celebrated on the 35th 
anniversary of the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms.” 

The Holodomor National Aware- 
ness Tour is a project of the CUF, 
developed with partner organiza- 
tions: the Ukrainian Canadian Re- 
search and Documentation Centre 
(UCRDC), the HREC. It is funded 
through a three-year grant of $1.5 
million from the Canadian federal 
government and $750,000 from the 
Ontario provincial government as 
well as private donations. 


Mobile classroom teacher Stephanie Bailey informs students of the Ukrainian Bilingual Program at Austin 
O’Brien School about the Holodomor. 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, April 27 - May 10, 27 квітня- 10 травня, 2017 9 


Easter_.in. Ukraine 


Oleksandra 


REAAK aa 
Real Estate РИМ 


Р: 780-884-8266 seacrom 
www.EcdmontonDreamHomes.com 
sold@EdmonitonDreamHomes.com 


PHOTO — OLEKSANDR MILIUKOV, RFE/RL 


Way of the Cross re-enacted in Odesa 


For the fifth year in a row citizens of Odesa put on a re-enactment depicting Jesus Christ's Way of the Cross, 
during Holy Saturday, April 15. Over 1,000 participant and viewers attended the event. Pictured above: Actor 
depicting Jesus Christ carries the cross. 
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Jerusalem Flame arrives in Kyiv — | 
The Holy Flame of Jerusalem, which travels to various Orthodox countries at Easter time, arrived in Kyiv, М обома, D 


during the evening of April 15. Pictured above: Procession of the Flame at St. Volodymyr 5 Ukrainian Orthodox і 
Cathedral of the Kyiv Patriarchate. Su nday г; 1 4, 201 7 


Grand Ballroom & St. Michael Room 
Conference Centre 

10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Reservations: 780.453.6504 


Royal Coach Dining Room 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm 


Mother’s Day Dinner Buffet 
5:00 - 8:30 pm 


Reservations: 780.453.6508 


Adults $35.95 
Seniors $31.95 
Children (10-12) $19.95 
Children (2-9) $ 2.00/year 


* Prices do not include gratuity ог GST 
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з CHATEAU LOUIS HOTEL & СОМ VCE CENTRE 
Blessing at UGCC Cathedral At ue wane 
Father Andriy Nahirniak blesses baskets on Holy Saturday, April 15, in front of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 780 170 ch louis , 

Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ in Kyiv. 


В Україні планують 
відкрити центр 
лікування коноплями 


Ірина Кононенко, Радіо Свобода 

У маленькому українському містечку Глухів, на кордоні з Росією, 
мер виявив, що влада не в змозі оплатити хворим навіть найдешевші 
препарати для хіміотерапії, а для місцевих жителів лікувати самим 
рак занадто дорого. І тоді очільник міста вирішив нестандартно 
підійти до лікування онкологічних та інших серйозних захворювань 
- відкрити центр терапії ... коноплями. 

«У цьому кабінеті, де ви зараз перебуваєте, щотижня відбувається 
прийом громадян. І багато жителів Глухова розповідають, як важко 
для них лікувати рак і різні види склерозу, хворобу Паркінсона, 
хворобу Альцгеймера, - розповідає мер Глухова Мішель Терещенко. 
- Людям інколи потрібно купити препарат для ефективної 
хіміотерапії, на це їм потрібно 3-5 тисяч доларів. На жаль, у них 
цих коштів немає. І, на жаль, місто не може їм допомагати, не може 
дати більше ніж 5 тисяч гривень. А 5 тисяч гривень - це не 5 тисяч 
доларів». 

Щоб полегшити страждання хворих, Терещенко разом з 
інвесторами розробляє бізнес-план медичного центру, де будуть 
лікувати коноплями, а також можливість реалізувати ідею в рамках 
антинаркотичного закону, який діє в Україні. Мер уточнює: така 
можливість є, адже лікувати в Глухові планують не марихуаною, а 
так званою «технічною коноплею». 

«Ми будемо використовувати крем, мазь, можливо, продукти 
харчування і напої, які будуть корисні в рамках закону, 1 подивимося, 
чи буде хороший результат», — говорить мер. 

За його словами, в Україні є можливість вирощувати тільки 
сорти, які зареєстровані в каталозі рослин - «абсолютно корисні, 
нетоксичні, абсолютно ненаркотичні». «Ніхто їх не використовує 
для інших цілей», - запевняє Терещенко. 

Приблизно 30 років тому саме в Глухові вчені вивели спеціальний 
сорт конопель - з мінімальною кількістю тетрагідроканабінолу. 

«У токсичному сорті конопель міститься 13-15 відсотків 
тетрагідроканабінолу, в технічному сорті, як у нас в Глухові, - 
1,5-3 відсотки. Це корисні елементи, вони допомагають організму 
воювати з раком або з іншими хворобами, які є», - наполягає мер. 

Поки що з таких технічних конопель в Україні виробляють одяг, 
матеріали для будівництва, харчові домішки. Директор Інституту 
луб'яних культур Ігор Марійченко зауважує, що для того, щоб 
лікувати, необхідно використовувати листя і суцвіття конопель. А 
в Україні, згідно з чинним законом, можна використовувати тільки 
стебло і насіння рослини. 

«У Верховній Раді на розгляді вже лежить законопроект, який 
дозволяє використовувати коноплі для виробництва ліків. Ми його 
активно просуваємо», - зауважує він. 

Підтримує ідею Терещенка і очільник Української конопляної 
асоціації Олександр Чижов. Наприкінці минулого року він з 
однодумцями навіть організував у Києві «Конопляний марш» за 
легалізацію використання різних сортів марихуани в Україні. 

«Ми хочемо, щоб величезний ринок конопель був врегульований 
на законодавчому рівні, - каже Чижов. - Ми виходимо з того, що 
є досвід інших країн. У деяких штатах США коноплі фактично 
легалізовані. В Канаді, в Голландії є кавошопи, а в Німеччині з 2019 
року їх планують використовувати офіційно як медичний засіб». 

Для втілення задуманого в життя Мішелю Терещенку залишається 
знайти лікарів-фахівців. Але тих, хто професійно лікує коноплями, в 
Україні просто немає. 

«В Україні немає фахівців, які можуть розробляти медпрепарати і 
використовувати їх на практиці. Місцеві медики тут не допоможуть, 
тому треба шукати фахівців за кордоном», - наполягає Irop 
Марійченко, директор Інституту луб'яних культур. 

А ось Олена Колесник, директор Інституту раку України, 
скептично ставиться до ідеї конопляного онкоцентру. 

«Є фахівці, які займаються фітолікуванням, тобто лікуванням 
травами. Але, як правило, це якась підтримуюча терапія, - зауважує 
лікар. — Препаратів, які замінюють хіміотерапію, просто немає. A 
щоб саме коноплі замінювали хіміотерапію - я про таке ніде не 
чула». 

Але Мішель Терещенко поки налаштований оптимістично, Він 
вірить, що все піде за планом, і тоді вже через три місяці українці 
легально та під наглядом професіоналів зможуть лікувати коноплями 
рак, склероз, хвороби Паркінсона і Альцгеймера. 
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Кібервійна: партизани 
України проти військ Росії 


Невидимі атаки на реальні цілі. За три роки 
війни Росія здійснила понад 7 тисяч віртуальних 
нападів на українські підприємства. Серед них - 
енергетичні компанії, залізниця. Про це говорять 
в Міноборони України і лише зараз збираються 
створити єдиний кібернетичний центр протидії 
подібним атакам. НАТО допомагатиме. Втім, 
всі три роки війни реальної віртуальним атакам 
протистояли справжні кіберпартизани. Хто вони, 
рядові кібербійці війни ХХІ століття, і що це за 
війна? Цю тему досліджували журналісти проекту 
Радіо Свобода «Донбас. Реалії». 

Не так давно кілька відомих хакерських груп 
об'єдналися в «Український кіберальянс». Фахівці 
вже здобули террабайти інформації про те, хто 
і як організував і здійснює військові дії на Сході 
України. Мережею нам вдалося зв'язатися з одним 
із активних учасників спільноти. В ексклюзивному 
інтерв'ю  «Донбасс.Реалії» хакер розповів 
подробиці кібервійни між Росією і Україною. 

Щоправда, до студії він погодився прийти за 
умови повної анонімності. Ми не назвемо його 
справжнього імені, а його особу під час інтерв'ю 
приховувала маска. Чим (же викликані такі 
запобіжні заходи? 

«Кілька разів у пресі були заяви від ФСБ і 
поліції (Росії -ред.), що за фактом зламів відкриті 
кримінальні справи. Їх там накопичилося вже 
десяток, а може 1 два. Але нас це не дуже турбує. Ми 
не збираємося відвідувати Росію в найближчому 
майбутньому, але й роботу їм спрощувати не 
хочемо. Хакерів у нас He так вже й багато. І 
навіщо давати їм зачіпки?!» - пояснює «Шон», 
член  хакерського об'єднання 0 «Український 
кіберальянс». 

У відкриту фазу російсько-українська війна 
в кіберпросторі перейшла в травні 2014-го. 
Перший відчутний удар нанесли росіяни. 
Тоді їхні хакери намагалися скомпрометувати 
дострокові президентські вибори в Україні. 
Російське телебачення використовувало злам у 
пропагандистських цілях. 

«Перше місце в передвиборчій гонці займає 
Дмитро Ярош. У нього 37 відсотків. Петро 
Порошенко - лише на другому місці», - мовилося 
в новинах російського державного телебачення. 

Ізтогомоменту атакистаютьвсе масштабнішими. 
Наприкінці 2015-го вперше в історії хакерам 
вдалося втрутитися в роботу трьох енергетичних 
компаній, через що без електрики на кілька годин 
залишилося понад двісті тисяч українців: 

Ще одна масштабна кібератака росіян, як 
підозрюють, сталася в грудні 2016-го. Цього разу 
мета - фінансова система України. Перестали 
працювати сайти Мінфіну, Держказначейства, 
Пенсійного - фонду. Була знищена частина 
інформації, виведено з ладу обладнання, почалися 
затримки з бюджетними виплатами на сотні 
мільйонів гривень. 

Наступною під удар потрапила транспортна 
система України. Шкідливу програму виявили 
на комп'ютерах в аеропорту «Бориспіль». Тоді 
пробратися в систему хакери намагалися через 
звичайний лист, яке надіслали на е-мейл одному зі 
співробітників. 

«У цьому бланку закладалися вірусні 
програми, які повинні були проникнути в систему. 
І найстрашніше те, що потім ними можна 
дистанційно керувати. Тобто, це вірус, який 
потім може отримати команду на активізацію», 
- розповів перший заступник генерального 
директора міжнародного аеропорту «Бориспіль» 
Євгеній Дихне. 

«Якщо в звичайній роботі ми тестуємо якийсь 
банк або установу, намагаємося туди проникнути 
за договором, то там все регламентовано. Тобто, ми 
провели тестові атаки, отримали якісь результати 
і на цьому все. А злам в реальному житті - це 
набагато цікавіше», - каже «Шон». 

Одна з останніх спецоперацій «Українського 
кіберальанса» -злам фейсбук-профілю російського 
письменника i затятого адепта «русского мира» 
Олександра Проханова. Від його імені хакери 
опублікували заклик штурмувати Кремль. 

«Це не просто підробка, це не просто жарт, це 
схоже на вбивство. Вони увірвалися He B мій будинок. 
Вони увірвалися в мою молитовню. Звичайно, я 
внутрішньо ображений. Мені все це гидко. Будь моя 
воля, я на цю війну відповів би тотальним ударом», 
- коментував тоді Олександр Проханов. 

Головна мета українських хакерів - збір 
інформації. Тільки в 2016-му вони розкрили 
ресурси російських держструктур Оренбурзької, 
Челябінської i Бєлгородської областей, отримали 


Українский кіберпартизан 


доступ до деяких серверів Міністерства оборони 
Росії. Зламали десятки сайтів, електронних 
скриньок та мобільних телефонів. 

Таким чином вдалося отримати факти, що 
підтверджують участь цілих підрозділів російської 
армії у війні на Донбасі. Найскандальнішим i 
найуспішнішим, на що звертають увагу самі 
українські хакери, був злам електронної пошти 
помічника президента Росії Владислава Суркова. 

«Злам Суркова не тільки показав причетність 
вищого керівництва Російської Федерації до війни 
на Донбасі. З'явилися докази всебічного втручання 
Росії в українську політику. Призначення на 
посади у псевдореспубліках, бюджети, російське 
озброєння, ухвалення рішень. Були розкриті 
механізми дестабілізації в Україні в цілому», - 
каже «Шон». 

В Україні на кіберпередовій воює і Служба безпеки 
України. Там заявляють: зуміли зібрати докази участі 
в атаках саме російських спецслужб. Олександр 
Ткачук, керівник апарату СБУ пояснює: ФСБ Росії 
для проведення кібердиверсій в Україні об'єдналися 
в союз із високопрофесійними хакерами. 

«Російське ФСБ каже: хлопці, ми не будемо вас 
чіпати за здійснення атак проти певних об'єктів 
фінансових, тобто, ви можете на цьому заробляти, 
але паралельно з цим ви маєте здійснювати ще 
атаки на такі й такі об'єкти», - розповідає Ткачук. 

В СБУ запевняють, що провели серйозну роботу 
над помилками i зараз немає підстав говорити, що 
Україна надто вразлива у кібервійні. Але ось у 
профільних фахівців інша оцінка. 

«Це двійка, тому що реалізація атаки була 
можлива. | можливою вона була не у зв'язку 3 тим, 
що якісь супертехнології були застосовані. А тому 
що елементарні правила з інформаційної безпеки 
не були виконані. Тому двійка, бо це було можливо 
зробити. Просто ніхто не приділяв цьому уваги», 
- зазначає генеральний директор компанії CYS- 
centrum Микола Коваль. 

Кібервійна набирає обертів - у лютому вже цього 
року міністр оборони Росії Сергій Шойгу заявив 
про створення військ інформаційних операцій. 
Серед завдань нових підрозділів - зокрема 1 
кіберудари. 

За даними російської компанії Zecurion Ana- 
lytics, Росія входить в п'ятірку країн, максимально 
щедрих на кібервійска - триста мільйонів доларів 
на рік. Співробітників - тисяча. Більше - тільки у 
Великобританії, Китаї 1 США. 

У 2017-му українські силовики теж заговорили 
про посилення. В СБУ влітку готуються 
приймати від НАТО спецобладнання для захисту 
кіберпростору країни, а «Укроборонпром» заявив 
про плани запуску окремого центру кібербезпеки з 
кращими фахівцями. 

«Я б назвав їх снайперами, напевно. Тобто, вони 
сидять, вичікують і як тільки бачать атаку — вони 
точково її прибирають», - розповідає заступник 
генерального директора ДІЇ «Укрінмаш» Дмитро 


Будорін. 
Поки створення в Україні кібервійськ тільки 
в планах, захистом доводиться займатися 


кіберпартизанам - таким як «Шон». У хакерів- 
волонтерів немає ні офісу, ні бюджету, їм не 
світять нагороди або звання. Їх об'єднує одна мета 
-- перемога у війні: i у віртуальній, i в реальній. 
«Хакінг не є законним, але на нашому боці 
Конституція, в 17-й статті якої написано, що 
захист нашої країни - це обов'язок кожного 
громадянина. Іншого захисту, крім Конституції, 
у нас немає. Але я думаю, що суспільство 1 
наша влада цілком схвально ставляться до нашої 
діяльності і навряд чи будуть робити спроби 
якимось чином її обмежити або переслідувати 
за законом», - сподівається член хакерського 
об'єднання «Український кіберальянс» «Шон». 
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Mogherini says EU sanctions to stay 


(RFE/RL)—European Union 
foreign-policy chief Federica 
Mogherini has told Russia that the 
EU wants better ties but cannot 
pretend that Moscow did not annex 
Crimea, and said that sanctions will 
remain in place. 

Mogherini, on her first official 
visit to Moscow in more than two 
years in the post, spoke at a joint 
press conference after talks with 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov on April 24. 

She also criticized Moscow 
over evidence of violence and 
abuse against gay men in the 
Chechnya region, saying it was 
the Russian government’s respon- 
sibility to protect the rights of all 
its citizens. 

“Our expectation is that the Rus- 
sian Federation does its part to pro- 
tect its own citizens in full respect 
of human rights principles,” she 
said, adding that she had discussed 
the issue with Lavrov. 

Lavrov bristled at Mogherini’s 
words and suggested that Russia 
would not engage in a substantive 
discussion on any question involv- 
ing human rights in Russia unless 
“sectoral talks” with the EU on 
various issues are restored. 

Mogherini and Lavrov also dif- 
fered over what Western countries 
say was a sarin-gas attack by the 


European Union foreign-affairs chief Federica Mogherini (right) and 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov attend a joint press conference 
in Moscow on April 24. 


Syrian government, which has Rus- 
sia’s strong support, which killed 
more than 80 people in a rebel-held 
town in Syria’s Idlib Province. 

Mogherini said that EU-Russia 
cooperation was “not frozen” and 
that the EU wants closer cooper- 
ation but that progress is hampered 
by deep disagreements on subjects 
including Ukraine and Syria. 

“Tt would be quite surreal to con- 
sider ourselves as strategic partners 
and to have respective sanctions,” 
she said. 

The EU, United States, and other 
countries imposed sanctions on 


Russia after it seized control of 
the Black Sea peninsula of Crimea 
from Ukraine in 2014. 

The West has also imposed sanc- 
tions over Russia’s support for sep- 
aratists fighting government forces 
in eastern Ukraine in war that has 
killed more than 9,900 people since 
April 2014. 

Moscow responded with an em- 
bargo on many agricultural prod- 
ucts from the West. 

Mogherini said the EU sanctions 
were “not an objective in them- 
selves” but were meant to help end 
the conflict in Ukraine. 


Flynn under investigation by top Pentagon 
watchdog for accepting Russian funds 


By Dan Lamothe, Washington Post 

The Pentagon’s top watchdog 
has launched an investigation into 
money that former national security 
adviser and retired Army ‘Lt. Gen. 
Michael Flynn received from for- 
eign groups, members of the House 
Oversight Committee said April 27. 

The Pentagon office will try to 
determine whether Flynn “failed 
to obtain required approval prior to 
receiving” the payments, accord- 
ing to an April 11 letter from De- 
fense Department Inspector Gen- 
eral Glenn A. Fine to Rep. Jason 
Chaffetz (R-Utah), the committee 
chairman. In the past, the Penta- 
gon has advised retiring officers 
that because they can be recalled 
to military service, they may be 
subject to the Constitution’s rare- 
ly enforced emoluments clause, 
which prohibits top officials from 
receiving payments or favors from 
foreign governments. 

Flynn received $45,000 to appear 
in 2015 with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin at a gala dinner for 
RT, a Kremlin-controlled media 
organization. He also worked as a 
foreign agent representing Turkish 
interests for a Netherlands-based 
company, Inovo BV, which paid 
his company, Flynn Intel Group, 
$530,000 in the fall. 

Defense Department guidelines 
warn that the department’s top finan- 
cial officer, the comptroller, “may 
pursue debt collection” if a retired 
officer does not seek permission 
to accept foreign payments before 
doing so. Any debt collection due 
to an emoluments clause violation 
is capped at no more than what an 
individual makes in retirement pay 
during a period of unauthorized 
employment. In Flynn’s case, that 
is more than $35,000 for the three 
months of the Inovo project. 

Flynn was fired as national secur- 
ity adviser in February after revela- 
tions that he misled Vice President 
Pence about the nature of his com- 
munications with the Russian am- 
bassador to the United States. The 
pugnacious retired officer, who 
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once led “lock her up” chants about 
Democratic presidential candidate 
Hillary Clinton during Trump’s 
White House campaign, filed paper- 
work as a foreign agent about three 
weeks later, on March 7. 

House Oversight Committee 
leaders on April 25 said former 
national security adviser Michael 
Flynn likely broke the law when 
he failed to disclose income he re- 
ceived from Russia and Turkey. 

Flynn’s lawyer, Robert K. Kel- 
ner, has argued that the retired 
general briefed the Defense Intel- 
ligence Agency, from which he re- 
tired in 2014, before and after his 
2015 Russia trip. 

But a letter DIA sent the House 
committee said that the agency has 
no record of Flynn seeking permis- 
sion or approval to accept money 
from a foreign source, potentially 
countering Kelner’s argument. He 
could not immediately be reached 
for comment April 27. 

Flynn also did not seek permis- 
sion from the U.S. government to 
work as a paid foreign agent for 
Turkish interests, U.S. defense of- 
ficials said last month, raising the 
possibility that the Pentagon could 
dock his retirement pay. Navy Capt. 


Jeff Davis, a Pentagon spokesman, 
said then that the Defense Depart- 
ment was reviewing the issue. 

The issue involving Turkey 
emerged after Flynn retroactively 
registered in March with the Jus- 


| tice Department as a foreign agent 


for work that his company, Flynn 
Intel Group, carried out on behalf 
of Inovo BV. It is owned by Turk- 
ish businessman Ekim A\lptekin, 
who is not a part of the Turkish 
government but has links to it. 

Flynn’s company received three 
payments between September and 
November from Inovo ВУ before 
Trump was elected president and the 
arrangement was discontinued, ac- 
cording to Flynn’s filings. Flynn is 
the majority owner and chief execu- 
tive officer of the Flynn Intel Group. 

On April 27y, Rep. Elijah E. 
Cummings (Md.), the top Demo- 
crat on the Oversight Committee, 
also released an Oct. 8, 2014, let- 
ter in which a Defense Department 
lawyer warned Flynn upon his re- 
tirement from military service that 
he was forbidden from receiving 
payments from foreign sources 
without receiving permission from 
the U.S. government first. 

“These documents raise grave 
questions about why Gen. Flynn 
concealed the payments he те- 
ceived from foreign sources after 
he was warned explicitly by the 
Pentagon,” Cummings said. “Our 
next step is to get the documents 
we are seeking from the White 
House so we can complete our 
investigation. I thank the Depart- 
ment of Defense for providing us 
with unclassified versions of these 
documents.” 

Bruce Anderson, a spokesman 
for the Defense Department in- 
spector general, said April 27 that 
the investigation into Flynn began 
April 4. The watchdog’s office did 
not discuss the investigation pub- 
licly until after the House Over- 
sight Committee released docu- 
ments about it, and it typically does 
not disclose what it is reviewing 
while an investigation is underway. 
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Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

70 років тому, у квітні 1947 року, 
польська з влада з почала - операцію 3 
депортації українського населення із 


7 прикордонних з Україною районів до 


північно-західних | регіонів | Польщі. 
Загалом тоді примусово переселили 
близько 140 тисяч осіб. Про цю подію 
Радіо Свобода розмовляло із істориком 
Яною Примаченко та «експертом i3 
польсько-українських відносин  Олею 
Гнатюк. 

Ще в 1944 році між Радянським 
Союзом, урядами радянських республік 
та Польщею було укладено угоду щодо 
обміну населенням. Йшлося про сотні 
тисяч переселених осіб. Але в квітні 
1947-го польська влада, всупереч логіці 

-ього процесу, переселяє українців із 
прикордонних районів в західну частину 
Польщі. Як Ви вважаєте, чому? 

Яна Примаченко: Дійсно, протягом 
1944-1946 років здійснювався дуже 
масштабний обмін населенням, 
метою якого було створення етнічних 
гомогенних смуг вздовж кордонів. Тоді з 
території Польщі до Радянського Союзу 
було переселено понад мільйон осіб - 
українців, білорусів та литовців. Українців 
було найбільше - майже півмільйона. 

У свою чергу, з території УРСР було 
переселено близько 810 тисяч поляків. 
Та певні категорії людей не потрапили 


- під цей обмін, бо в 1946 році Сталін 


вже цю акцію припинив. Але поляки 
так розраховували, що десь від 20 до 
80 тисяч українців все ж таки на їхній 
території залишилося. | коли польський 
уряд звернувся із пропозицією забрати 
ще 20 тисяч українців, то Радянська 
Україна відмовилася. Мотивували 
це відсутністю житлового фонду та 
небажанням розміщувати | на своїй 
території «бандитський елемент». Це було 
пов'язано з діяльністю УПА. Радянська 
влада, яка на той момент активно боролась 
із українським національно-визвольним 
рухом у Західній Україні, просто боялася, 
що це може бути використано УПА для 
того, щоб перекидати своїх диверсантів. 

— Дивно, бо до цього близько мільйона 
переселили і з житловим фондом не 
виникало проблем. А тут кількадесят 
тисяч - і чомусь труднощі. То це все- 
таки була справжня причина чи привід 
відмовити? 

Яна Примаченко: Існує така версія, 
що перша назва акції «Вісла» - акція 
«Схід». Є підстави вважати, що це була 
акція, яка була ініційована Москвою. 
У жовтні 1947 року відбулася акція 
«Захід», коли з території Західної України 


"українців, яких підозрювали в сприянні 


діяльності УПА, виселяли в Сибір. Через 
це є підстави вважати, що це були дві 


Оля Гнатюк 


сплановані радянською владою акції, але 
все-таки виконання «Сходу» було доручено 
польському комуністичному уряду. 

— Що ж змусило польське керівництво 
вдатися до масової примусової депортації 
українців на захід? 

Оля Гнатюк: Потрібно бачити цю 
ситуації в дещо ширшому масштабі. 
По-перше, коли йдеться про ці великі 
депортації, то вони, як вже звернула увагу 
моя колега, не стосувалися винятково 
українців чи винятково поляків. Якщо 
ми говоримо про великі масштабні 
депортації в межах УРСР, то потрібно 
починати все-таки з кримських татар. 

- Bu маєте на увазі депортацію 
кримських татар в 1944 році? 

Оля Гнатюк: Так. Ми тоді розуміємо, що 
цей принцип колективної відповідальності 
застосовується у з великих масштабах. 
Обмін населенням - це офіційна назва. Але 
давайте називати речі своїми іменами - це 
була депортація. Примусова депортація. 
Примусова депортація має також інші 
назви. Сьогодні ми навіть можемо назвати 
це етнічною чисткою. Коли це відбувається 
на території УРСР, коли  відселяють 
поляків - це ж етнічна чистка. Коли це 
відбувається на території Польщі, де влада 
була абсолютно керована Москвою, то ані 
секунди не сумнівайтеся, що це все було 
погоджено, там різнобою думок і бути не 
могло. 

Чому польська комуністична влада 
так чинила? По-перше, тому що вона 
прагнула гомогенної польської держави. 
І це не тому, що вони були такі великі 
патріоти, а тому що вони вирішили 
творити державу іншого типу. Вони 
дотримувалися сталінської національної 
політики. У мене немає жодної ілюзії, 


що це відселення в рамках акції «Вісла». 


було спричинено якоюсь військовою 
потребою. Це було просто завершення 
процесу масових депортацій, переселення 
народів. Це просто маленька частка 
сталінської національної політики. 

— До речі, напередодні операції «Вісла» 


у засідці, яку влаштували українські 
повстанці, загинув заступник міністра 
оборони Польщі генерал Кароль 


Сверчевський. Чи якось вплинула його 
загибель на проведення цієї операції? 
Яна Примаченко: Я думаю, що це 
абсолютно не вплинуло. Це просто стало 
додатковим приводом 1 виправданням 
для цієї акції. Вона б відбулася за будь- 
яких обставин. Бо, зрештою, це була не 
тільки сталінська політика. Ми ж знаємо 
що ще, приміром, судетські німці були 
відселені. Це проблема врегулювання 
повоєнної Європи. Бо Друга світова війна 
починалася із національного питання. 
Даруйте, але за логікою українців 
потрібно переселяти до українців. А тут 


Яна Примаченко 
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Депортація з прицілом на асиміляцію 
70-річчя операції «Вісла» | | б 


Експозиція, приурочена 65-м роковинам операції «Вісла». Рівне, 18 грудня 2012 року 


українців переселяють на протилежний бік 
тодішньої Польщі, де колись були німці. 

Яна Примаченко: Але ж українців 
селять не компактно, а розпорошують 
на широкій території. Фактично, йде 
процес асиміляції, розрахований на те, 
що вже в другому чи третьому поколінні 
це вже будуть поляки ментально, якщо не 
етнічно. 

- - Тобто, розрахунок робився 
асиміляцію українців поляками? 

Оля Гнатюк: Безумовно. Якщо дивитися 
на вказівки, а вони виконувалися дуже 
точно: не більше від трьох українських 
родин в одному населеному пункті. Але 
це не означає - трьох родин з одного села. 
Місцеві спільноти просто припинили 
своє існування. 

- А переселяли ACEO сільське 
населення? 

Ольга Гнатюк: Передовсім 
сільське населення. Міське населення 
перед - війною Ha цих територіях 
було переважно єврейським... Після 
переселення українських селян також 
селили переважно в сільські місцевості 
— це Нижня Сілезія, Західне та Східне 
Помор'я та Східна Пруссія. Там німців 
фактично не лишилося, це відбувалося 
внаслідок війни, але водночас і внаслідок 
примусових депортацій. 

Починаючи з 1945 року туди приїжджає 
польське населення - ті, які втратили свої 
домівки в центральній Польщі внаслідок 
воєнних дій, а також ті, хто просто не 
знаходив собі іншого місця. У 1945-1946 
роках йде велика хвиля депортованих 
поляків з території СРСР, в тому числі - з 
української. 

- Як українське населення сприймало 
цю депортацію? Це робилось примусово 
чи, можливо, були якісь стимули для 
переселення? 

Яна Примаченко: Однозначно тут 
ніяких стимулів не було. Я би хотіла 
звернути увагу щодо розселення, що в 
категорію переселенців потрапляли не 
тільки українці, а і змішані родини. Якщо 
це була українсько-польська родина, 
то її також виселяли. Всі родини були 
розбиті на три категорії: ті, хто уникнув 
депортації в 1944-1946 роках, тобто ті, 
хто повернувся, родини військових та 
звичайні родини. Це були категорії А, B 1 
С. І навіть була інструкція, що, приміром, 
категорію С можна селити до трьох 
родин в одному місті, категорії A i В в 
одному населеному пункті не селити за 
жодних обставин. Більше того, була чітка 
інструкція: селити за 50 кілометрів від 
суходільного кордону, за 30 кілометрів 
від морського кордону, за 30 кілометрів 
від великих населених пунктів. Це доволі 
педантично виконувалося. 

Операція, власне, почалася 28 квітня, 
коли оточували села о 4-й ранку, щоб ніхто 
не міг втекти. На одне село припадало 
по 20-50 солдатів, людям давали від 20 
хвилин до двох годин на збори. Перед 
тим, як почалася операція «Вісла», було 
створено військове угруповання «Вісла», 
яке налічувало до 20 тисяч осіб, що 
супроводжували цю операцію. Тобто, про 


на 


якесь добровільне переселення мова не 
йшла від самого початку. 

Слухач: Цей прийом застосовувався 
ще в царській Росії. Я читав книжку 
про невеличкий кавказький народ, який 
мужньо боровся проти царського режиму. 
Тоді Росія домовилася із Туреччиною 
та поставила перед вибором - або 
спускайтеся зі своїх гір на територію 
сучасного Краснодарського краю, або 
перебирайтеся B Туреччину. Bonu 
добралися в Туреччину і через сто років 
радянський дослідник знайшов лише 
одного сторічного діда, яких походив з 
того народу. 

Але все-таки немає лиха без добра. Чи 
не вважаєте Ви, що був і якийсь позитив 
у цій операції? Уявляєте, якби мільйон 
поляків було в Західній Україні, ми б 
сьогодні мали такий конфлікт, який маємо 
на сході. | 

-Конфлікт на сході зумовлений в першу 
чергу політикою Росії, а не позицією 
місцевого населення. 

Оля Гнатюк: Історія не знає умовного 
способу. Ми розуміємо, що до війни життя 
не було легким та безконфліктним. Але 
те, що зробили з українським, польським 
та єврейським народом тоталітарні 
системи - це жахіття, яке в страшному сні 
би не наснилось, приміром, довоєнному 
жителю Сокаля, що один його шкільний 
колега вже не буде жити через кілька 
років, а іншого депортують. 

- А як у теперішній Польщі ставляться 
до подій 70-річної давнини? 

Ольга Гнатюк: Тут варто визначити: 
що Take теперішня? Якщо говорити 
про незалежну Польщу з 1989 року, то 
польський Сенат ухвалив постанову, 
якою засудив акцію «Вісла». Протягом 
останніх 25 років було зроблено досить 
багато, аби ця тема перестала бути табу. 

- В якій інтерпретації про це говорять? 

Ольга Гнатюк: Як про насильницьку 
акцію, яка мала на меті знищення 
української національності на території 
Польщі. Але знищення не у фізичному 
сенсі, а мова йде про асиміляцію. Цю 
тему інтерпретують як таку, що не має 
військового виправдання, що брехнею 
є ніби вбивство Сверчевського стало 
фактором впливу, що рішення про 
депортацію було ухвалене ще на зламі 
1946-1947 років. 

— Зараз відбувається з загострення 
непорозумінь довкола україно-польської 
історії. Чи відбувається в цьому контексті 
якесь переосмислення операції «Вісла»? 

Ольга Гнатюк: Кожне покоління 
по-своєму підходить до цього питання. 
25 років тому моє покоління виходило 
на сцену i намагалося творити по- 
своєму. Тепер ми маємо нове покоління. 
Очевидно, що питання  Ппольсько- 
українських відносин є лише певною 
часткою польської внутрішньої політики. 
Я вважаю, що зараз внутрішня політика 
Польщі, насправді, живиться різними 
конфліктними ситуаціями, а закордонна 
політика стала заручником внутрішньої. 
І це суперечить польським державним 
інтересам. 
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Dr. Antonovych places 
Holodomor in context of 


(HREC)—On April 19, Dr. 
Myroslava Antonovych delivered 
a lecture titled “Specificities and 
Commonalities of the Holodomor 
in the Context of Genocides in the 
First Half of the Twentieth Cen- 
tury” at the Munk School of Global 
Affairs, University of Toronto. Dr. 
Antonovych is Director of the Cen- 
tre for International Human Rights 


Dr, Ulana Suprun (centre), acting Minister of Health, participates in the one-day Activate Health program to 


promote a healthy lifestyle in Kyiv on April 7. Credit: Ministry of Health 


Meet Ulana Suprun 


Ukraine’s top doctor takes on tax chief and corrupt system 


By Diane Francis, Af/antic Council 

In March, Ukraine’s reformers applauded when 

‘the National Anti-Corruption Bureau arrested Roman 

Nasirovy, the country’s chief tax and customs official, 
on embezzlement charges. 

But he claimed he was having a heart attack, called 
an ambulance, and was diagnosed as too ill to be taken 
to court. 

Such tricks might have worked before, but this time 
the Anti-Corruption Bureau called the Ministry of 
Health — run by Dr. Ulana Suprun — to arrange for 
an independent diagnosis. і 

“Our evaluation was that he had faked the heart at- 
tack and could appear in court,” said Dr. Suprun. “His 
arrest was a big blow to the corrupt powers and many 
don’t know that the Ministry of Health had a lot to do 
with it.” 

Without such collaboration, another accused might 
have given courts the slip or fled the country. 

But Dr. Suprun, an Ukrainian American radiologist, 
is a fierce reformer whose appointment in July as Act- 
ing Minister has led to legislative proposals that will 
provide decent, affordable medical care for the first 
time in Ukraine’s history. 

“I’m certain the legislation will pass,” she said in a 
recent interview. “The public knows the system is cor- 
rupt and inefficient and 97 percent of people are afraid 
they will be financially ruined if they become sick.” 

So, she and her team have taken the case for reforms 
to the public through an extensive communications 
outreach effort. 

Their message is simple: health care reform is an 
extension of the Revolution of Dignity. 

“We're going to return dignity to the patients in 
Ukraine, to the doctors who have no dignity when they 
have to beg for money,” she said. “We want to guar- 
antee doctors a living wage and guarantee Ukrainians 
healthcare, as do European countries, so that nobody 
should have to worry.” 

Ukraine’s existing system is responsible for the fact 
lifespans are 11 years shorter than the rest of Europe, 
according to World Bank studies. And the only cure is 
replacing a Soviet system with a European one. 

In Ukraine, bribery in health care is rampant. Hos- 
pitals pay bribes to get funding from ministry officials 
and politicians, contractors pay bribes to build hos- 
pitals that aren’t needed, doctors pay bribes to get li- 
censed, pharma and equipment companies pay bribes, 
and patients pay bribes to get treatment and then, to 
boot, overpay for drugs. 

“There were suitcases full of cash coming into the 
Ministry of Health for people to get medical licenses 
or procurement contracts,” said Dr. Suprun. 

“Tenders for equipment and pharmaceuticals were 
rigged so that only one importer and one manufacturer 
would win. There were lots of corrupt schemes.” 

The scams were so blatant, and foreign drug manu- 
facturers concerns so great, that іп 2015 Ukraine hand- 
ed over the procurement of drugs and equipment to 


“In Ukraine, doctors are 
forced to be corrupt.-They 
are licensed by administrators 
and get salaries of $200 to 
$700 a month. They cannot 
support their families so they 
need other means of income,’ 
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the United Nations, UNICEF, and the UK’s nonprofit 
entity Crown Agents. This has saved tens of millions 
of dollars in costs each year because these nonprofit 
intermediaries bypass corruption and buy directly 
from manufacturers. An example is that a German 
cancer medication bought in 2014 for $322.60 per unit 
is obtained now for one-third the price of $104.37. 

Her reforms, approved by Prime Minister Volody- 
myr Hroysman and the Cabinet of Ministers, would 
replace the top-down system of giving government 
money to officials and head doctors to a western fee- 
for-service system. 

The Ukrainian government will pay 100 percent of 
the medical costs for the poor and for palliative, emer- 
gency, and cancer treatments. The rest will be a co-pay 
government insurance system as exists in Europe. 

“In Ukraine, doctors are forced to be corrupt. They 
are licensed by administrators and get salaries of $200 
to 5700 a month. They cannot support their families so 
they need other means of income,” she said. 

The new system will pay doctors based on the num- 
ber of patients they see. The Health Ministry estimates 
their incomes will jump three to four times and pa- 
tients will have bribe-free access to doctors. 

On April 11, 2017, Ukrainian pharmacies began 
providing, by law, the lowest cost drugs for cardio- 
vascular, diabetes, and asthma patients instead of 
drugs from profiteers at inflated prices. 

Despite benefits, the pushback from vested interests 
is considerable. 

Many are making hundreds of millions of hryvnia 
on purchasing and bribery, she said. 

But Dr. Suprun remains optimistic her teams’ re- 
forms will become law because of support from the 
prime minister as well as religious leaders, reformers, 
the G7, European Union, IMF, World Bank, and in- 
creasingly the public. 

“We do not want to enrich the corrupt,” Dr. Suprun 
said. And in this case, the public is firmly on her side. 
Diane Francis is a Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Coun- 
cil’s Dinu Patriciu Eurasia Center, Editor at Large 
with the National Post in Canada, a Distinguished 
Professor at Ryerson University’s Ted Rogers School 
of Management, and author of ten books. 


and Associate Professor of the Fac- 

ulty of Law at the National Univer- 

sity of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.” 
Dr. Antonovych presented a com- 


parative analysis of the Holodomor 
with other genocides in the first half 


of the twentieth century — namely, 


the Armenian genocide of the Otto- 


man Empire and the Holocaust of 


Nazi Germany. The Holodomor 


has yet to be thoroughly examined 
in comparative perspective as a 
crime of genocide committed by 
Stalin’s regime against the Ukrain- 
ian nation. Among the reasons for 
this, Dr. Antonovych explained, 
was that for more than fifty years 
the Holodomor was a hidden geno- 
cide, denied by the Soviet Union, 
and after its break up, by the Rus- 
sian Federation. Although many 
scholars have agreed that the 
Holodomor constituted genocide, 
they have categorized it together 
with crimes such as dekulakization, 
deportation, and extermination of 
political opponents that do not fit 
the legal definition of genocide as 
found in the 1948 UN Convention 
on Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide. 

Dr. Antonovych stated that in all 
three genocides there was intent to 
destroy a relative group, either in 
whole (the Armenians and Jews) or 
in part (the Ukrainians). As the legal 
scholar Raphael Lemkin wrote, 
the Ukrainian national group was 
“too populous to be exterminated 
completely with any efficiency. 
However, its leadership, religious, 
intellectual, political, its select and 
determining parts, are quite small 
and therefore easily eliminated.” 
Dr. Antonovych’s analysis found 
that the nature of the intent differed 
in the three genocides. While the 


20th century genocides 


= 


~ Dr. Myroslava Antonovych 


intent was explicit in the Armenian > 


and in the Jewish cases, the intent 
was implicit in the Holodomor and 
may be inferred from resolutions 
and directives of the All-Union 
Communist Party of Bolsheviks 
and the Council of Peoples’ Com- 
missars, as well as from their con- 
duct and consequences. 

Dr. Antonovych emphasized that 
the key commonality between the 
genocides perpetrated in the Otto- 
man Empire, the Soviet Union, and 
the Third Reich was that in each 
case a hegemonic ruling party, 
rather than a state organization, 
was responsible: the Ittihadists, 
the Communists, and the Nazis 
were the authors of the three geno- 
cides. Dr. Antonovych concluded 
that if lessons from the past are not 
heeded and genocide is not pun- 
ished, aggressors will continue to 
be emboldened, as can be seen in 
Ukraine’s eastern regions and in 
Crimea, where the successor state 
of the Soviet Union — the Russian 
Federation — persists in attacking 
Ukraine and its people. se: 

Dr. Antonovych is currently in 
Toronto as a Visiting Scholar of the 
Petro Jacyk Program for the Study 
of Ukraine at the Centre for Euro- 
pean, Russian, and Eurasian Studies, 
sponsored by the Holodomor Re- 
search and Education Consortium of 
the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies, University of Alberta. 
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By Clifford Krauss, New York Times, April 19, 2017 

Exxon Mobil is pursuing a waiver from Treasury 
Department sanctions on Russia to drill in the Black Sea 
in a venture with Rosneft, the Russian state oil company, a 
former State Department official said on Wednesday. An oil 
industry official confirmed the account. 

The waiver application was made under the Obama 
administration, the officials said, speaking on condition of 

~ anonymity, and the company has not dropped the proposal. 

The proposal is now before the Trump administration at 
a delicate time in Russian-American relations, with rising 
tensions over the war in Syria and a looming congressional 
inquiry into reports of Russian efforts to influence the United 
States presidential election. 

The appeal did not come up during Senate confirmation 
hearings for Secretary of State Rex W. Tillerson, who was 
Exxon Mobil’s chief executive before his nomination by 
President Trump and was known to have a strong working 
relationship with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia. At 
the time, Mr. Tillerson and other company officials said they 
had not lobbied against the sanctions, which were imposed 
on Russia in response to its military intervention in Ukraine. 

But Mr. Tillerson and company officials did note that 
Exxon Mobil had received a waiver to complete drilling of an 
exploration well in Russia’s Arctic waters. Company officials 
also disclosed that they had urged Obama administration 
officials to make American sanctions consistent with 
European Union sanctions, which gave greater latitude to 
European companies to continue taking part in some Russian 
projects. 

The Exxon Mobil waiver request for the Black Sea was 
reported Wednesday (April 19) by The Wall Street Journal. 

Asked about the waiver application, Alan Jeffers, an Exxon 
Mobil spokesman, said, “We don’t comment on ongoing 
issues.” A Treasury representative said the department would 
not comment on individual licenses or waiver requests. 

The oil industry official said that the application had been 
made in 2015, with Exxon Mobil arguing that it could lose 
its contractual exploration rights in the Black Sea if it did 
not begin drilling operations by the end of 2017. European 
companies, particularly Eni, the Italian oil and gas giant, 
could then pick up the work. 

The Russian news media quoted Zeljko Runje, Rosneft’s 
vice president for offshore projects, saying last June: "Ме 
are going to drill with Eni next year. That is our plan. On the 
Black Sea.” 

European sanctions exempted some contracts previously 
signed by European companies, while United States 
sanctions drew a harder line, international energy specialists 
said. 

Hal Eren, a former official in the Treasury Department’s 
Office of Foreign Assets Control, said that such waivers 
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Exxon Mobil seeks U.S. sanctions waiver 


Russian President Vladimir Putin congratulates U.S, Sec- 
retary of State, and then- Exxon Mobil CEO, Rex Tillerson, 
upon receiving Russia's Order of Friendship in 2013 


were rarely requested or granted and that in most cases 
such permission was given only for environmental or safety 
reasons. The Exxon request is particularly unlikely to 
succeed, he said, because of the narrow nature of the current 
sanctions. 

“T don’t think they would issue a license, especially given 
the political context in which this takes place,” Mr. Eren 
said. 

United States and European sanctions were imposed on 
Russia in March 2014 in response to Moscow’s annexation 
of Crimea from Ukraine. Even as the -Ukraine crisis 
deepened, Exxon continued pressing for deeper involvement 
in Russia’s oil industry. 

The company’s exploration chief, Neil W. Duffin, signed 
an expansion of its joint venture projects in the spring, even 
after Rosneft’s chief executive, Igor I. Sechin, had been 
personally blacklisted under the sanctions. The deal violated 
no laws, but was made despite the clear risk of wider 
sanctions over the war in Ukraine. 

Tighter sanctions on advanced oil drilling technology 
transfers and on Rosneft itself were enacted a few months 
later when Russia was implicated in the shooting down of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 over eastern Ukraine that July. 

Exxon Mobil has received a few exceptions to the 
sanctions. 

It was allowed to complete drilling from one advanced rig 
in the Kara Sea, in the Arctic, in September and October 
2014, after arguing it would not be safe for the environment 
or the equipment to leave the well unfinished. No oil was 


produced, but oil was found for future production. 

As Exxon Mobil’s chief executive, Mr. Tillerson took 
issue with the initial sanctions, before the tightening in 
late 2014. At Exxon’s 2014 annual meeting, he said, “We 
do not support sanctions, generally, because we don’t find 
them to be effective unless they are very well implemented 
comprehensively, and that’s a very hard thing to do.” 

As secretary of state, Mr. Tillerson has criticized Russian 
policies, most recently Mr. Putin’s continuing support of the 
Syrian government. He has not suggested that any sanctions 
should be lifted. 

Mr. Tillerson has pledged to stay clear of decisions that 
will affect his former employer. 

Exxon’s waiver request drew criticism Wednesday on 
several fronts. Senator John McCain, the Arizona Republican 
who is a fierce critic of Mr. Putin, asked in a Twitter post, 
“Are they crazy?” 

Michael A. McFaul, who was United States ambassador to 
Russia under Mr. Obama, said on Twitter that if the Trump 
administration granted a waiver, “then all that tough talk last 
week about Russia was just that — talk.” 

Exxon Mobil was particularly active in Russia during 
the Obama administration’s early attempts to “reset” 
relations, which helped reopen Russian oil fields for foreign 
investment. Exxon signed a deal to explore in the Black Sea 
in early 2011, with the promise to share in the prize if any oil 
were found. 

Black Sea offshore drilling rights also were included 
in a sweeping strategic partnership that Exxon, under Mr. 
Tillerson, signed with the Russian state oil company later 
that year. 

The Black Sea is a deepwater prospect potentially rich in 
reserves, though so far exploration has been fairly limited. 
The proposed drilling block is just east of Crimea but not in 
waters disputed by Ukraine. 

It is only one of several areas in Russia that Exxon Mobil 
hopes to develop to expand its reserves for future business. 
Its interests in the Barents Sea and the Bazhenov shale 
field are essentially closed to development because of the 
sanctions. 

The company continues to drill in more conventional 
fields around Sakhalin Island and around Siberia, which are 
not covered by sanctions against technology transfers for 
unconventional drilling in Arctic seas and shale fields. 

In their August 2011 strategic partnership deal, Exxon 
and Rosneft agreed to invest $3.2 billon in exploration in 
the Arctic Ocean and the Black Sea, in an area known as the 
Tuapse Trough license block. The area covers 2.8 million 
acres and plunges to depths of 6,000 feet, according to 
Rosneft’s website. 

Andrew E. Kramer contributed reporting from Moscow, and 
Alan Rappeport from Washington. 


Documents show Putin link to U.S. election interference 


By Ned Parker, Jonathan Landay and John Walcott 

(Reuters)—A Russian government think tank controlled 
by Vladimir Putin developed a plan to swing the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election to Donald Trump and undermine vot- 
ers’ faith in the American electoral system, three current and 
four former U.S. officials told Reuters. 

They described two confidential documents from the think 
tank as providing the framework and rationale for what U.S. 
intelligence agencies have concluded was an intensive effort 
by Russia to interfere with the Nov. 8 election. U.S. intel- 
ligence officials acquired the documents, which were pre- 
pared by the Moscow-based Russian Institute for Strategic 

~ Studies [en.riss.ru/], after the election. 

The institute is run by retired senior Russian foreign intel- 
ligence officials appointed by Putin’s office. 

The first Russian institute document was a strategy paper 
written last June that circulated at the highest levels of the 
Russian government but was not addressed to any specific 
individuals. 

It recommended the Kremlin launch a propaganda cam- 

_—.Daign on social media and Russian state-backed global news 
outlets to encourage U.S. voters to elect a president who 
would take a softer line toward Russia than the administra- 
tion of then-President Barack Obama, the seven officials 
said. 

A second institute document, drafted in October and dis- 
tributed in the same way, warned that Democratic presiden- 
tial candidate Hillary Clinton was likely to win the election. 
For that reason, it argued, it was better for Russia to end its 
pro-Trump propaganda and instead intensify its messaging 
about voter fraud to undermine the U.S. electoral system’s 
legitimacy and damage Clinton’s reputation in an effort to 
undermine her presidency, the seven officials said. 

The current and former U.S. officials spoke on the con- 
dition of anonymity due to the Russian documents’ classi- 
fied status. They declined to discuss how the United States 
obtained them. U.S. intelligence agencies also declined to 
comment on them. 

Putin has denied interfering in the U.S. election. Putin’s 
spokesman and the Russian institute did not respond to re- 
quests for comment. 


The documents were central to the Obama administra- 
tion’s conclusion that Russia mounted a “fake news” cam- 
paign and launched cyber attacks against Democratic Party 
groups and Clinton’s campaign, the current and former of- 
ficials said. 

“Putin had the objective in mind all along, and he asked 
the institute to draw him a road map,” said one of the sources, 
a former senior U.S. intelligence official. 

Trump has said Russia’s activities had no impact on the 
outcome of the race. Ongoing congressional and FBI in- 
vestigations into Russian interference have so far produced 
no public evidence that Trump associates colluded with the 
Russian effort to change the outcome of the election. 

Four of the officials said the approach outlined in the June 
strategy paper was a broadening of an effort the Putin admin- 
istration launched in March 2016. That month the Kremlin 
instructed state-backed media outlets, including internation- 
al platforms Russia Today and Sputnik news agency, to start 
producing positive reports on Trump’s quest for the U.S. 
presidency, the officials said. 

Russia Today did not respond to a request for comment. 
A spokesperson for Sputnik dismissed the assertions by the 
U.S. officials that it participated in a Kremlin campaign as 
an “absolute pack of lies.” “And by the way, it’s not the first 
pack of lies we’re hearing from ‘sources in U.S. official cir- 
cles’,” the spokesperson said in an email. 

Russia Today and Sputnik published anti-Clinton stories 
while pro-Kremlin bloggers prepared a Twitter campaign 
calling into question the fairness of an anticipated Clinton 
victory, according to a report by U.S. intelligence agen- 
cies on Russian interference in the election made public in 
January. Russia Today’s most popular Clinton video - “How 
100% of the 2015 Clintons’ ‘charity’ went to ... themselves” 
- accumulated 9 million views on social media, according to 
the January report. 

The report said Russia Today and Sputnik “consistently 
cast president elect-Trump as the target of unfair coverage 
from traditional media outlets.” 

The report said the agencies did not assess whether Mos- 
cow’s effort had swung the outcome of the race in Trump’s 
favor, because American intelligence agencies do not “ana- 


lyze U.S. political processes or U.S. public opinion.” N ei - 
ther of the Russian institute documents mentioned the re- 
lease of hacked Democratic Party emails to interfere with 
the U.S. election, according to four of the officials. The of- 
ficials said the hacking was a covert intelligence operation 
run separately out of the Kremlin. 

The overt propaganda and covert hacking efforts re- 
inforced each other, according to the officials. Both Rus- 
sia Today and Sputnik heavily promoted the release of the 
hacked Democratic Party emails, which often contained em- 
barrassing details. 

Five of the U.S. officials described the institute as the 
Kremlin’s in-house foreign policy think tank. 

The institute’s director when the documents were written, 
Leonid Reshetnikovy, rose to the rank of lieutenant general 
during a 33-year-career in Russia’s foreign intelligence ser- 
vice, according to the institute’s website. After Reshetnikov 
retired from the institute in January, Putin named as his re- 
placement Mikhail Fradkov. The institute says he served as 
the director of Russia’s foreign intelligence service from 
2007 to 2016. 

Reuters was unable to determine if either man was directly 
involved in the drafting of the documents. Reshetnikov’s of- 
fice referred questions to the Russian institute. 

On its website, the Russian institute describes itself as 
providing “expert appraisals,” “recommendations,” and 
“analytical materials” to the Russian president’s office, cab- 
inet, National Security Council, ministries and parliament. 

On Jan. 31, the websites of Putin’s office and the institute 
[bit.ly/20Ln9Kd] posted a picture and transcript of Reshet- 
nikov and his successor Fradkov meeting with Putin in the 
Kremlin. Putin thanked Reshetnikov for his service and told 
Fradkov he wanted the institute to provide objective infor- 
mation and analysis. 

“We did our best for nearly eight years to implement your 
foreign policy concept,” Reshetnikoy told Putin. “The policy 
of Russia and the policy of the President of Russia have been 
the cornerstone of our operation.” 

(Reporting by Ned Parker and Jonathan Landay, additional 
reporting by Warren Strobel and Arshad Mohammed; Edi- 
ting by David Rohde and Ross Colvin) 
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Peter Savaryn - а personal remembrance 


By Andy J. Semotiuk 

From the viewpoint of the cosmos, Peter’s life may seem 
little more than a mere speck in the small fragment of our 
moments in eternity. But viewed from the standpoint of my 
life, and those who were lucky enough to have been touched 
by his kindness, his decency and his friendship his presence 
meant the world to us. According to the beliefs of Lemkos, a 
Ukrainian folk group from the Carpathian Mountains, when 
a child is born a new star appears in the sky. On April 6th, 
2017, the light from Peter Savaryn’s star that shined and 
showed us the way vanished forever. He left behind him 
his dear wife Olya of 67 years, his children Vera, Michael 
and Halia with their families, as well as his many friends 
in Canada, Ukraine and members of the Ukrainian diaspora 
around the world. 

Peter was born on September 12", 1926 in Zubretz, in pre- 
World War II Western Ukraine. He grew up while the West 
experienced the Great Depression, while Hitler rose to power 
in German and while Stalin perpetrated the Holodomor 
starving some seven million Ukrainians to death in 1932- 
1933. When World War II broke out, Peter was still a child. 
When Hitler invaded the U.S.S.R. in June 1941, Peter was 
only 15 and too young for military service. Instead he and his 
family endured great hardships, particularly hunger, during 
the war years. Although he wanted somehow to fight for a 
free Ukraine, by the time he was old enough to do so, the war 
was pretty much over and the Red Army was invading Nazi 
Germany. : 

Peter ended up as a displaced person in the town of Engen, 
in post war Germany where he finished school. There, before 
coming to Canada, he met Olya Prystajecky, also a displaced 
person from Ukraine. They both immigrated to Canada and 
shortly thereafter, they married at St. Josephat’s Cathedral in 
Edmonton in 1951. That was not the end of their hardships, 
however. Peter had to learn English. It took time, even with 
his great mind, to gain command of the language. He studied 
hard to graduate from the Faculty of Law at the University 
of Alberta in 1956 and then started his law practice in 
the Tegler Building on 101st street and 102nd avenue in 
downtown Edmonton. His early years as a lawyer were 
difficult. He related to me once how Olya had to call him 
at the office, several times one day, to ask if he had been 
paid yet, so that she could come by to get some money to 
buy groceries. Financial wealth never came easy to Peter and 
Olya, although they were always leaders in making generous 
charitable donations. Somehow they persevered, raised their 
family and prospered. 

It was once Peter had settled his practice in the Tegler 
Building that my mother went to see him about my father’s 
estate. I was nine years old at the time. Peter ended up 
representing her in an estate litigation matter that he 
successfully handled. Later, when I was a young teenager, I 
went to Peter’s office on occasion, just to visit him. I knew 
him through Plast, the Ukrainian youth organization where 
he was one of its leaders and from Ivan Franko Ukrainian 
Saturday morning classes where he was my history teacher. 
But it was only through these office visits that I came to 
know him well. Whenever I visited him, perhaps five or six 
times over the course of a few years, Peter took breaks from 
his work to speak to me at some length — sometimes taking 
me for coffee. I do not quite know why he was so generous 
to me, but he was. During those visits Peter, despite my 
youth, spoke to the ‘higher me’ inside, to my intellect and 
to my civility thereby refining my views. This was a practice 
he adopted when speaking to anyone who was lucky enough 
to befriend him. In my case, he encouraged me in my studies 
and in my interest in law. He cultivated my love for Ukraine 
and Ukrainian traditions. Later he went on to make two 
especially touching contributions to my life. 

One day after I became a lawyer and was practicing law, 
Peter brought the contents of an old, closed file from his 
office to me at the YMCA where we were both members. 
The file contained the details of my adoption by Wasyl 
Semotiuk in the early 1950s when I was still a small child. 
He had kept it for some 30 years, knowing how important 
it would be to me in my later life. This was a profoundly 
meaningful gift. Much later, when my mother passed away 
in August 2006, Peter and Olya supported me and my family 
in our loss, attending the evening church service, funeral, 
and post-funeral lunch at our house. At the lunch he shared 
some reflections about his experiences with my mother as 
his client that displayed that he had gone out of his way 
to help her since she was deaf and could not easily follow 
legalities. I am eternally grateful to him for these efforts. 

Returning to my reflections about his law practice for a 
moment, Peter once told me how he himself was mentored 
by elder Ukrainian lawyers and community leaders who 
helped him in his career. In particular, he related how on 
occasion Peter Lazarowych, Dmytro Yanda, John Decore, 


Peter Savaryn (1926 - 2017) 


and Dmytro Ferbey would assign him the task of going to 
Marchyshyn’s meat store to buy some Ukrainian sausage and 
luncheon meats and bread and drinks to share during Friday 
afternoon meetings where they would discuss Ukrainian 
community issues around the boardroom table in Peter 
Lazarowych’s office. While Peter was also good friends with 
Yaroslaw Roslak, and many other lawyers, by no means did 
he limit himself to the legal community. 

In the political world he was friends with Peter Lougheed, 
Horst Schmidt, Bert Hohol, Julian Koziak, Bill Diachuk, 
Bill Skoreyko, Steve Paproski and Bill Lesyk, just to name 
a few. He was an important asset to each of them in their 
political campaigns. In the Ukrainian community he was 
friends with leaders like Manoly Lupul, Myron Stefaniw, 
Yaroslaw Skrypnyk, Ivan Stadnyk, Maria Dytyniak, Nadia 
Супсаг, and Marijka Tatchyn, to name only a few. There 
were of course many others. 4 

Apart from his academic achievements leading to a law 
degree and also passing exams to become qualified to create 
Heritage Trust, Peter also excelled in fund raising, in running 
political campaigns and in his public speaking. I regret that I 
did not spend more time learning how to fund raise and run 
political campaigns from him. He did once share with me that 
you cannot score points from the sidelines, which meant you 
should get involved in a political party if you want to achieve 
something in society. He also taught me that in running a 
political campaign, it was always important to identify and 
divide the electorate into supporters, neutrals and opponents. 
The task was to ensure the supporters worked and got out to 
vote first. Only then would you try to persuade neutrals to vote 
for your candidate. As for opponents, you left them alone. 

As Гує mentioned, Peter was an eloquent speaker. He 
always spoke to the ‘higher self? of his audience members, 
sharing his vast knowledge of history and philosophy by 
sharing pertinent quotes. He enjoyed singling out specific 
audience members, calling on them by name and asking them 
to acknowledge publicly that they agreed with what he was 
saying. For example, he would say, “I see Bob Clark is here 
tonight, he will tell you how hard it was to raise these funds, 
wasn’t it Bob?” Invariably the person mentioned would 
shake his or her head in agreement, thereby confirming 
the truth of what Peter was saying. In addition to being a 
polished public speaker, Peter was a consummate joke teller. 
He had a knack for timing and how to make an audience 
laugh at even the feeblest jokes. 

There were several characteristics that distinguished him 
from those around him. He had a physical presence and 
was easily recognizable because of his round smiling face 
and bald head. While he spoke English well, he was never 
able to shake his Ukrainian accent. Although he had a very 
decent European upbringing, he was unable to rid himself 
of the imprint of his world manner which was apparent to 
anyone who dealt with him. He had an insatiable, intense 
and probing curiosity. He definitely was not shy and loved 
to be acknowledged at public events, such as at banquets or 
conventions. One habit he told us that he could not shake, 
was whenever he was at banquets or dinner meetings, he 
would always sit closest to the bread basket on tables - a 
habit ingrained in him by his food privations during the war. 

In the course of his funeral service in Edmonton, 
many speakers mentioned his leadership and the various 
organizations he was involved in. In reflecting on his work 
the thought came to me that both Canadian society and the 


Ukrainian community would be far different today had it not 
been for his vision and leadership. While acknowledging the 
importance and benefits ofhis contributions as Chancellorship 
at the University of Alberta, his work in the Senate there, his 
agile leadership as President of the Progressive Conservative 
Party of Alberta and numerous other notable contributions 
to life in Canada, I believe certain other contributions also 
deserve special recognition. 

Without doubt, had її пої Бееп for Peter Savarynthere would ~ 
not be a bilingual school program in Alberta. Ukrainians and 
several other ethnic groups owe him, and other leaders like 
Manoly Lupul, Bert Hohol, Horst Schmidt and Julian Koziak 
a debt of gratitude for this achievement. Had it not been for 
Peter and Manoly Lupul, there would not be a Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies at the University of Alberta. 
Peter was a leader in forming the Canadian Foundation for 
Ukrainian Studies. He helped create the Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village museum in Alberta. He led the fund raising 
campaign for Professors Volodymyr Kubiyovych and 
Atanas Figol to fund the Ukrainian language Encyclopedia 
of Ukraine. Without that encyclopedia, there never would 
have been an English version of that publication. It was 
gratifying to see that Peter rose to world prominence and 
leadership when he was elected to the position of President 
of the World Congress of Free Ukrainians. These were major 
achievements that demonstrated his ability to motivate and 
inspire. 

There were of course some disappointments in Peter’s 
life. The demise of Heritage Trust and the Ukrainian Credit 
Union in Edmonton, institutions in which he invested so 
much of himself were among them. Meeting his family in 
Ukraine after forty years apart was a moment of discomfort 
for him when he realized they had different values and 
beliefs than he did because world events had torn them apart 
from each other. But probably the hardest was to watch his 
beloved wife Olya drift away of dementia in the final years 
of their lives together. I remember one occasion when we 
were all on a Plast trip to the mountains when his love for 
Olya was vividly displayed. He was the last person boarding 
our bus and suddenly noticed Olya was missing. She had | 
boarded an earlier bus with some of the other women on the 
trip and that bus had already left. He kept asking everyone 
about Olya, whether she was on the bus, then when told 
she had left earlier, seeking reassurance from several of us, 
more than once, to confirm that fact. He seemed lost without 
her. No doubt observing Olya’s decline in health in her later 
years was tragic for him. 5 

Let me conclude this reflection by touching on some 
examples of Peter’s philosophy of life. Peter believed that 
no one achieves greatness by merely complying with what 
is expected of them. He believed it was never enough to just 
live by following the rules. He believed that greatness lies in 
what a man or woman does beyond what is required of them 
in their position. He demonstrated this on one occasion when 
speaking to Canada’s newly appointed Minister of Justice 
and Attorney General Ray Hantyshyn, and what he could 
do for Ukraine. Peter suggested to Hnatyshyn that he travel 
to Ukraine and talk to the leaders there about the rule of 
law. Hnatyshyn followed his suggestion and made a huge 
impression there. 

Once when Peter and Olya hosted a Ukrainian opera singer 
at their house, Peter spoke after her performance. He pointed 
out that the arts are what lift humanity out of the drudgery of 
life and give us something to live for, beyond our day-to-day 
existence. Peter pointed out that the arts is where we find 
the meaning in our lives. Peter and Olya were art lovers and 
amassed a large collection of art they recently donated to the 
Ukrainian Canadian Archives and Museum of Alberta. 

Peter spoke when a small crowd of us welcomed the 
arrival of Danylo Shumuk to Canada. Shumuk was released 
from the Soviet Union after serving 40 years in prison and 
concentration camps as a political prisoner of the former= 
Soviet Union. In welcoming the dissident in Calgary back 
in the late 1980s, Peter said, “As dear as your homeland is, 
freedom is dearer. But dearest of all is, truth.” For the longest 
time I reflected on that thought, wondering how could truth 
be dearer than freedom? But as I come closer to the end of 
my own life, I have come to the view that Peter was right . 

What a deep honour it was for me to count myself as one 
of Peter’s close friends. I will miss his insights, his vision, 
his thoughtfulness and his decency. I was fortunate to have 
worked with him and to have known him. 

Like a child that loves its father and its mother, Peter 
loved both Ukraine and Canada. He served both countries 
honourably and completely. May his body rest in peace, his 
soul find its way into God’s loving arms and his memory 
serve to inspire the sons and daughters of both Ukraine and | 
Canada. Вічна йому пам'ять, і нехай канадська земля 
буде йому лехкою. ; 
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Poroshenko compares 
Chornobyl’s ‘unhealing 


wound’ with 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko has compared the April 26, 1986 
Срогпобу! nuclear disaster with the ongoing 
crisis in Ukraine’s east, adding that “Russia 
is conducting an undeclared war against his 
country.” 

Poroshenko spoke at the defunct nucle- 
ar power plant, where he and Belarusian 
President Alyaksandr Lukashenka lament- 
ed the “unhealing wound” inflicted by the 
Soviet-era accident 31 years ago and com- 
memorated its victims. 

“We again have buried thousands of 
people. Again, we have hundreds of thou- 
sands of displaced people,” Poroshenko said, 
referring to the conflict with Russia-backed 
separatists that has killed more than 9,900 
people in eastern Ukraine since 2014. 

“T am confident that together, we will de- 
feat that demon as well,” he said. 

Lukashenka voiced solidarity, saying that 
“Belarusians are and will always be your 
reliable friends” — a tacit reassurance that 
while Belarus is Russia’s ally, it is also wary 
of Moscow and does not support Russia’s 
infringements on Ukraine’s territorial integ- 
rity. 

Reactor No. 4 at the power plant north of 
Kyiv, in then-Soviet Ukraine exploded at 
1:23 a.m. on April 26, 1986, after a safety 
test went wrong. 

About 30 people died in the immediate 
aftermath and thousands more are feared to 
have died in the years that followed from the 
effects of the disaster, which spread radiation 
across parts of Ukraine, Belarus, Russia, and 
large swaths of Europe. 

The precise number of victims and extent 
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of the damage remains the subject of debate, 
in part because the Soviet authorities took 
days to publicly acknowledge the disaster 
and kept information hidden. 

Last year, the crumbling “sarcophagus” 
used to contain radiation from the smolder- 
ing reactor at the time was replaced with a 
2.3-billion-dollar metal dome in a bid to stop 
future leaks. More than 200 tons of uranium 
remain buried inside. 

Two years before the Soviet Union with- 
drew its troops from Afghanistan following 
a losing war of occupation, the Chornobyl 
disaster was in retrospect another sign of the 
weaknesses of the communist giant that col- 
lapsed in 1991. 

Poroshenko called it "ап unhealing wound 
that we live with as a people.” 

“Perhaps more than anyone else, the 
Chornobyl tragedy affected our Belarusian 
brothers,” he said, referring to fact that 
winds blew radiation northward into Bela- 
rus, where some its strongest effects were 
felt. 

“Both Belarusians and Ukrainians know 
that the Chornobyl catastrophe knows no 
borders,” Lukashenka said. 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Hroysman paid tribute to the Спогпобу! “li- 
quidators” — emergency workers, state em- 
ployees, and others sent into clean up after 
the disaster with little or no preparation, pro- 
tective gear, or information about the grue- 
some dangers they faced. 

“Thank you to the heroes who, at the ex- 
pense of their own lives and health, protect- 
ed us from the horrible consequences of this 
tragedy,” Hroysman wrote on Facebook. 
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The presidents of Ukraine, Petro Poroshenko (left), and Belarus, Alyaksandr Lukashenka, 
attend the commemoration ceremony at the plant. 
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Honour guard of student with cadets at the Chornobyl memorial service, April 26 


Prominent Ukrainian politician charged in corruption probe 


(RFE/RL)—A Kyiv court has released on 
bail an influential former lawmaker suspect- 
ed of embezzlement. 

The April 22 ruling follows the detention 
two days earlier of Mykola Martynenko, an 
ally of former Prime Minister Arseniy Yat- 
senyuk, after the National Anticorruption 
Bureau announced it was preparing to file 
charges against him. 

Investigators had sought a court order to 
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place Martynenko, a former chairman of the 
Ukrainian parliament’s fuel and energy com- 
mittee, in pretrial custody. But the district 
court judge hearing the matter ruled in favor 
of Martynenko’s release on bail. 

Martynenko is the second prominent polit- 
ical figure to have been detained in less than 
three months in Ukraine, whose government 
has faced pressure to crack down on corrup- 
tion. 
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Brown Bag Lunch Series 
Iconograpy, A Brief History of Mosaie Art, A Short History of Ukrainian Art in Canada, 
and Learning to Look Curator’s Talk 


Workshop Series 
Photographing Our Past and Printmaking 


Curator’s Tour with Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn 
May 7, May 10, May 14, May 25, and May 28 


Contributing Collections 
Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts, Ukrainian Canadian Archives and Museum of Alberta, The 
Ukrainian Museum of Canada - Alberta Branch, The Bohdan Medwidsky Ukrainian Folklore Archives, 
Basilian Fathers Museum, Ukrainian Catholic Women's League of Canada Museum, Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village, The Shevchenko Foundation, Ukrainian Shumka Dancers 


Project Sponsors 
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